
 
 

 
Notes: StateFedConnect Peer-to-Peer  
Zoom Call, February 1, 2022 
Facilitators Elizabeth Burke Bryant (Rhode Island KIDS COUNT) and Mandy Ableidinger (Alliance) 
 
Next Call: The next call will be on Tuesday, March 1, 2022, 4:00pm ET (first Tuesday of the 
month at 4:00ET). Here is the link to register for the calls during 2022 (you need to re-register 
for 2022 calls):   
 
https://earlysuccess.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrfuqprT0rGtY5k0ySZFki-yRoEp_CMnSv) 
 
When you register, you will receive a reminder and Zoom link in advance of the call.  
 
StateFedConnect Read Out - February 1, 2022 4-5 pm EST 

 
Sarah Rubinfield, Director of Government Affairs with First Five Years Fund (FFYF) provided an 
update on the current politics and timeline around Build Back Better, particularly focused on 
the preK and child care provisions of the bill. 

• Though negotiations around BBB fell apart in December and haven’t officially resumed, 
there are reasons for optimism: 

o The crisis in child care around the country continues to be felt by families and 
businesses and reported on daily by the media 

o Discussions of possible scaled-down bills still include the child care and preK 
portions 

o Senator Manchin’s proposal in late December included child care and PreK 
o We are hearing ongoing support for these provisions from staff of key senators  

• No Governors have said yet that they wouldn’t take up the ECE provisions in BBB if they 
passed. In the 30 State of the State addresses that have been given so far, many 
Governors have declined to comment, none have laid out opposition, and many have 
touted their successes in supporting child care during the pandemic. 

• Note that though the media and others are conflating child care and PreK, there is broad 
recognition among Congressional staff that they go hand-in-hand and are both needed. 

• There is no certainty around a timeline. Congress has to fund the government by Feb 18; 
they could do a short-term continuing resolution by mid-March. After addressing some 



other pressing issues like the Supreme court nomination, China Competitiveness Bill, the 
Ukraine situation, and an electoral act, Congress may turn back to a reconciliation 
budget later this spring.  

• What can we do now? 
o Congress is prioritizing what will make it into smaller package, so maintain early 

childhood as a top priority and continue to convey urgency. 
o Continue to tell lawmakers about challenges and why we need these 

investments. 
o FFYF will be shifting to talking about the need as an issue, rather than specifically 

talking about BBB as the vehicle. 
o FFYF will also have new resource to share soon with recent jobs numbers from 

the child care sector to highlight the narrative that not all sectors of the 
economy have recovered, and to draw the distinction between ARPA funding 
(crucial in preventing the collapse of the system) and the ongoing, long-term 
investments needed in child care and PreK. 

• New Republican-backed bill that would reauthorize CCDBG 
o Don’t yet know what is in the bill or its structure. 
o We are not seeing this as an alternative to BBB. 
o CCDBG is overdue for reauthorization and is an important program that serves 

millions of families – don’t want to undercut support for that program. Even if 
BBB passes, CCDBG will still be important for after-school care and for states that 
don’t opt in to the expanded programs in BBB. 

o But continue to also talk about the need for comprehensive solutions to our 
child care issues, which CCDBG cannot provide. 

 

Elisabeth Wright Burak, Senior Fellow, Georgetown Center for Children and Families, provided 
an update on 12-month postpartum coverage extension and other Medicaid updates.  

• Resource: Elisabeth’s slides 
• BBB would have included:  

o A fall back for states that hadn’t expanded Medicaid 
o 12-month continuous eligibility for kids in Medicaid 
o Made CHIP permanent  
o Mandated the 12-month post-partum extension that ARPA made an option for 

states last year 
• RESOURCE: Overview of health provisions in BBB from CCF 



• The more costly items on the list are home and community services in Medicaid and 
expanding Medicaid to cover the gap in some states. The others are easier sells. All of 
these options are still possible. 

• The option through ARPA to extend Medicaid coverage to 12-months post-partum is still 
in place and lots of states, regardless of party affiliation, are moving on this huge 
opportunity (see Elisabeth’s slides, linked below, for a map). CMS has put out guidance, 
which lays out requirements for state Medicaid agencies as they implement the new 
policy, and it encourages states to think about infant care, well-child visits, and caring 
for the infant/mother dyad. 

o RESOURCE: CCF blog about CMS guidance on postpartum coverage option 
o RESOURCE: The slides and recording from the Alliance and CCF co-sponsored 

NCIT webinar, Medicaid Postpartum Extension: What Is It and Why Is It 
Necessary?  

o RESOURCE: The recording of the NCIT series’ second webinar, Medicaid 
Postpartum Extension: Considerations for Successful Implementation should 
show up here when it’s ready. 

• COVID relief acts increased Medicaid funding for states, on the condition that they not 
disenroll anyone. This condition is tied to the declared public health emergency, which 
was just extended and will now end on April 16. This means that if BBB isn’t passed and 
the public health emergency isn’t extended again, Medicaid continuous enrollment will 
end on April 30, and children and pregnant women could lose coverage. Watch for an 
upcoming brief from CCF that will outline states at high risk and share key data points. 

 

Blair Taylor, President & CEO, and Nicole Smith, Vice President of Communications, 
Tennesseans for Quality Early Education, provided an update on the latest findings of a multi-
year study of the Tennessee Voluntary Pre-K Program, and how TQEE is responding. 

• Researchers conducting a longitudinal study of TN’s VPK program came out with new 
findings that are being shared in the media, including on the Wall Street Journal opinion 
page. 

• TQEE shared their main talking points:  
o First, keep stressing that quality matters for demonstrated ROI. Here and here 

are some recent summaries of the broader body of evidence about pre-k. 
o This isn’t news. This is the third wave of findings about the same cohort of 

children:  
! The first study as they were entering kindergarten found that they 

performed significantly better than their peers who weren’t in the 
program. 



! The second study when they were in third grade (2015) found that those 
gains had faded.  

! This third study finds that in sixth grade, they are doing worse than their 
peers in the control group. 

The quality of the VPK program has improved since this cohort of children were 
first studied years ago. Children who attend the program today are in a different 
program from the one this cohort of children attended. 

o The same set of researchers partnered with the Annenberg Institute at Brown 
University in 2019 and found that children in the VPK program who had attended 
high quality elementary schools with effective teachers maintained their 
academic advantage by third grade. 

• RESOURCE: Tennessee Voluntary PreK Study Policy Brief from TQEE, responding to the 
study results 

• RESOURCE: New America blog post: How to make sense of the latest Tennessee Pre K 
Study 
 

 

We shared that there is also some chatter in Congress about a bill moving forward that includes 
a means-tested Child Tax Credit extension and/or housing supports. And check out West 
Virginia’s new #Unbearable campaign to support BBB with key focus on Child Tax Credit. 

 

 


