
 
 

 
Notes: StateFedConnect Peer-to-Peer  
Zoom Call, March 1, 2022 
Facilitators Elizabeth Burke Bryant (Rhode Island KIDS COUNT) and Mandy Ableidinger (Alliance) 
 
Next Call: The next call will be on Tuesday, April 5, 2022, 4:00pm ET (first Tuesday of the month 
at 4:00ET). Here is the link to register for the calls during 2022 (you need to re-register for 2022 
calls):   
 
https://earlysuccess.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrfuqprT0rGtY5k0ySZFki-yRoEp_CMnSv) 
 
When you register, you will receive a reminder and Zoom link in advance of the call.  
 
StateFedConnect Read Out - March 1, 2022 4-5 pm EST 

Elisabeth Burak from the Center for Children and Families at Georgetown shared the findings of 
their new report Millions of Children May Lose Medicaid: What Can Be Done to Help Prevent 
Them From Becoming Uninsured? (Her slides are here.) 

• During the Public Health Emergency (PHE) that was declared during the pandemic, no 
one was removed from Medicaid, not for eligibility or procedural reasons  

• The end of the Public Health Emergency is coming, likely in July.  
• End of PHE will end continuous eligibility, states will have to do redetermination 
• Half of the country’s children currently have Medicaid/CHIP. An estimated 6.7 million 

children are likely to lose coverage with the end of the PHE, which is more than the 
most recent estimate of uninsured children (4.4 million in 2019) 

• Report looks at ACA data to compare risks of coverage loss  
• What are the red flags in states that tell us it might be more likely that kids will fall 

through the cracks?  
o Separate CHIP program 
o No 12-mo continuous eligibility for Medicaid 
o No way to externally (ex parte) validate eligibility for the majority of children 
o State charges premiums or has enrollment fees 

• Six states have all five of these red flags: DE, FL, GA, MO, NV, & TX 
• What can help? 

o Ask your state agency what the plan is for redetermination; eliminate those 
things than increase churn 

o Ensure there’s a communications plan with child care agencies 

https://earlysuccess.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrfuqprT0rGtY5k0ySZFki-yRoEp_CMnSv
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2022/02/17/millions-of-children-may-lose-medicaid-what-can-be-done-to-help-prevent-them-from-becoming-uninsured/#heading-13
http://earlysuccess.org/content/uploads/2022/03/StateFedConnect_Burak-slides.pdf


o Eliminate premiums and enrollment fees (10 states did this during the PHE) 
o Admin changes to decrease disenrollment because of procedure (vs because of 

eligibility) 
o Dedicate more outreach funds from the CHIP dollars 

• CCF has toolkit for state advocates to share the report  
 

Cat McDonald with Linchpin Strategies discussed the upcoming reauthorization of MIECHV. Cat is a 
member of the steering committee of the Home Visiting Coalition.  

 

• MIECHV is due to be reauthorized at the end of September. 
• Last time there was a 6-month gap between the expiration and the reauthorization, and 

even though there was money in the pipeline, some programs closed because they 
weren’t allowed to spend it with a lapsed authorization. This caused a significant impact 
on the field, and advocates are hoping to avoid such a lapse this fall. 

• There are many new members of the House Ways and Means Committee, Senate 
Finance, and new staffers who haven’t been through this process yet and don’t know a 
lot about home visiting.  

• FFYF and Parents As Teachers are doing a virtual congressional briefing to kick off the 
process. It will include meetings in DC and at home in the districts. 

• There is a false perception on Capitol Hill that because there are multiple home visiting 
funding streams (Medicaid, Family First, TANF), maybe MIECHV doesn’t need an 
increase. The Coalition’s work is to educate people that MIECHV covers only 3% of 
eligible families, and those other funding streams don’t pay the full cost of a home visit. 

• MIECHV has been funded at $400m a year for a decade. The 5-year cost of $2B must be 
offset because, unlike other programs, MIECHV isn’t built into the budget baseline. So 
while champions in Congress will still try for the increase the Coalition has requested 
($200m per year for five years), even hanging on to current funding is a challenge. 

• Getting the word out among members of Congress will be important, even just to keep 
us where we are now.  

• The MIECHV reauthorization agenda is an equity agenda, because home visiting is an 
equity accelerator.  

o Increase would allow more families/communities to be served, address 
inequities in provider wages that are causing high turnover and churn among 
families they serve. 

o The recommendation also includes a doubling of the tribal set-aside. A very small 
percentage of eligible tribes get their grants, and needs are not being met in 
tribal communities. 

• National, state, and local organizations have signed onto a letter, and though the 
deadline was technically last week, you can still add signatories till the end of next week. 
The Coalition expects there to be House and Senate hearings on MIECHV later in March 
or early April. 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Z-hhNihWSeIdOno2_Y75bqLq9aNj8DDG
https://nationalhomevisitingcoalition.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSer2pqlYNXSygBq8rFVFuKQvLW7GdgflfbYclLE0jCWZUNxVg/viewform


Sarah Rubinfield from the First Five Years Fund shared the current state of play on reconciliation/Build 
Back Better. 

 

• Momentum has stalled since December, but there will be a behind the scenes effort in 
the Senate to build support for specific sections that were included in the House version 
of Build Back Better that can garner 50 votes in the Senate. 

• There is still talk of three pillars: climate change, health care, childcare/PreK, and there 
have been White House events on those specific topics. 

• Framing has shifted to bringing down costs for families amid inflation concerns, 
including in the State of the Union address this week. 

• Timeline: 
o Conversations are coming between relevant committee chairs and Manchin, but 

maybe not for a few more weeks. 
o March 11 deadline to pass omnibus funding bill for FY22, including Ukraine 

emergency funding. If we see omnibus funding bill by deadline, should see small 
bump in funding for core programs. 

o Week of March 14th will see the President’s budget for FY23.  
o Through April recess, Senate is then tied up with Supreme Court confirmation 

hearing. 
o So window is really May for something happening on a reconciliation bill 

• Keep up the drum beat in the meantime on child care and pre-k. Continue to amplify 
local stories about building a stable system and bringing down costs for families. 
Important for Congress to keep hearing because there are so many competing priorities. 
Make sure cc and prek stay as one of the three pillars.  

• This week there was a Congressional hearing on COVID child care challenges and a Hill 
briefing for staffers on the state of child care by national orgs.  

• Opportunities coming up: 
o House members will be back in their districts the week of March 21 
o House and Senate will both be home from April 8-25  
o Meet with members, staff, invite them for tours, events, publish op-eds, LTEs in 

local papers. FFYF happy to help provide drafts. 
o Always good to remind majority House members that they’ve already voted for 

this package, and thank them. 
• New resource from FFYF – latest narrative on why the status quo isn’t working for 

families, providers, and the economy.   
 

From Q&A: 

 

• Biggest hurdle for an expanded Child Tax Credit moving forward is the cost. Manchin 
wants things to last longer, not be so universal. It’s not about a lack of support from a 
large swath of members. May see efforts to have a vote on it separately – tax extenders, 

https://www.cnn.com/politics/live-news/biden-state-of-the-union-2022/h_563a5583be04593c12b1294292014509
https://www.ffyf.org/the-child-care-crisis-why-the-status-quo-is-failing-families-early-educators-and-our-economy/


end of year packages. Right now they are figuring out what they can get with 50 votes 
first and then maybe trying for the rest later. Don’t have 50 votes on CTC. 

• Lawmakers and the administration aren’t using the phrase “Build Back Better” anymore. 
• The Republicans have put out a separate CCDBG proposal. Keep these conversations 

separate. CCDBG is essential as a subsidy program for families, but it will not provide the 
full system of care that we need. Both/and. 

 

Additional Resources: 

 

• NWLC, The Century Foundation, Center for American Progress, and Child Care Aware of 
America have aggregated the research on how investing in child care and pre-K would 
dramatically cut costs for families and boost family economic security, which was 
President Biden’s message in the State of the Union this week. 

• Committee for Economic Development's (CED) new report on paid child care usage in 
the U.S., which is the first of a 4-part report series.  A new web page contains the report 
and other resources including state specific information and a data dashboard. 

• Recent NAEYC field survey  
• The NCIT open letter of shared Prenatal-to-Three principles was released this week with 

about 1,300 signatures from organizations nation-wide and is still open for more 
organizational signatures. 

• Recent report from Center for American Progress on dividends in health, education, and 
family support that incur from child care spending. 

 

 

https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/ReduceChildCareCostFS.pdf
https://www.ced.org/paidchildcare
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/user-98/naeyc_ece_field_survey_february2022.pdf
https://www.thencit.org/open-letter-to-the-nation
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/child-care-spending-generates-massive-dividends/

