
 

 

 

Notes: StateFedConnect Peer-to-Peer  

Zoom Call, April 5, 2022 
Facilitators Elizabeth Burke Bryant (Rhode Island KIDS COUNT) and Mandy Ableidinger (Alliance) 

 

Next Call: The next call will be on Tuesday, May 3, 2022, 4:00pm ET (first Tuesday of the month at 

4:00ET). Here is the link to register for the calls during 2022 (you need to re-register for 2022 calls):   

 

https://earlysuccess.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrfuqprT0rGtY5k0ySZFki-yRoEp_CMnSv) 

 

When you register, you will receive a reminder and Zoom link in advance of the call.  

 
StateFedConnect Read Out – April 5, 2022,  4-5 pm EST 

Sarah Rubinfield, Director of Government Affairs from First Five Years Fund (FFYF), provided updates on 

reconciliation, the CCDBG reauthorization bill that was introduced on March 28th by a group of 

Republican members, recent First Five Years Fund polling numbers, and the FY23 appropriations 

process, which was kicked off last week with the release of the President’s budget proposal. 

 

Reconciliation: 

• Climate, energy, prescription drug prices, and deficit reduction are the big buckets that are 
being talked about now for a reconciliation bill. 

• There is also discussion around revenue raisers – how much and how 

• Senator Manchin is still pushing a 50:50 strategy, with half the revenue to go to deficit reduction 
and half towards investments 

• Judge Jackson’s Supreme Court nomination should wrap up this week, then Senators will leave 
for a work period in their districts over Easter/Passover/Ramadan. During the next DC work 
period, which runs through Memorial Day, we might see movement towards a reconciliation 
package. 

• There is still a lot to be worked out, so path to reconciliation is still uncertain and advocates 
need to keep pushing for inclusion of investments in pre-k and child care 

• Great job getting Senators to sign on to the Dear Colleague letter to include pre-k and child care 
in the reconciliation bill! The 32 final signers included: 

o Baldwin, Blumenthal, Booker, Cardin, Casey, Coons, Duckworth, Durbin, Feinstein, 
Gillibrand, Heinrich, Hirono, Kaine, King, Klobuchar, Leahy, Lujan, Markey, Menendez, 
Merkley, Murphy, Murray, Padilla, Reed, Rosen, Shaheen, Smith, Van Hollen, Warnock, 
Warren, Whitehouse, Wyden 
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Republican CCDBG Reauthorization Bill: 

• Overview of the bill: 
o Increases family income eligibility from 85% of state median income (SMI) to 150% of 

SMI 
o Families making less than 75% of SMI will have no copay; other eligibility families will 

pay no more than 7% of their income 
o States would be required to use more reliable cost estimation models that include 

competitive wages for staff 
o Includes additional supports for staff for degree attainment, retention grants, wage 

supplements, etc. 

• Messaging:  
o CCDBG needs to be reauthorized and is an important funding source for child care, 

particularly for school-aged children. 
o It’s encouraging to see these positive policy changes proposed. 
o Unfortunately the bill doesn’t provide any new funding to implement these changes. 

▪ While the Omnibus bill recently had a minimal increase to CCDBG, it was 
nowhere near the investments that are needed.  

▪ Even after historic investments in 2018 - $2.4B over two years – we are still 
seeing that the current reach of program is only 15% of income-eligible children 
nationwide – 1 in 9 children. 

o Reconciliation is still the best option to secure needed investments in child care and pre-
k. We may not have another opportunity. 

o Child care will be faced by a federal relief cliff in 2 years, and problems will start again if 
don’t get more funding through reconciliation. 

• Funding for Key Early Learning Programs from FFYF: https://www.ffyf.org/funding-for-key-early-
learning-programs/  

• CCDBG Reauthorization Comparison from FFYF: https://www.ffyf.org/ccdbg-reauthorization-
comparison/  

Polling: 

 

First Five Years Fund released new polling that confirms that voters in key Senate states want Congress 

to prioritize investments in child care and pre-k in a reconciliation package. They polled in 7 states, 

including NH, NV, AZ, NC, GA, VA, WVA. 

  

Key findings include: 

• In every state where they polled, the vast majority of voters across demographic groups say 
child care should be included in reconciliation 

• Support for child care’s inclusion is as strong as for prescription drug reform and climate change 
investments 

• Voters say they will be unhappy with their members of Congress if they vote through a package 
that does not include child care. 
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• Even among those who think government spending is too high, want child care and early 
learning included in federal investments 

• Child care and early learning is a good use of taxpayers’ money 
• Voters feel the challenges around child care will only improve with federal investment 

  

Get all the polling details here, including both top-level findings and individual state 

findings: https://www.ffyf.org/why-it-matters/political-demand/polling/march-2022-poll/ 

And here’s a toolkit to make sharing on social media quick and easy: https://www.ffyf.org/social-

graphics-march-2022-ffaf-poll/  

  

FY23 Appropriations Process and the President’s Budget 

• The President’s budget would increase funding to some key early learning programs. 
o $1.4B increase to CCDBG 
o $1.5B increase to Head Start  
o $175M increase to Preschool Development Grants 
o Check out First Five Years Fund’s comparison chart: https://www.ffyf.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/04/Chart_FY23-Early-Learning-Funding-For-Key-Programs_3-28-
22-w-FY22POTUS.pdf 

• House timeline: Appropriations requests will be wrapped up by the end of April. There are five 
different “Dear Colleague” letters expected to start circulating in the next few days in support of 
funding for these programs. They will be open for a couple weeks only and are a great way to 
engage with your House members. We will share those with you when we get them. 

Mina Hong, Director of Early Childhood Systems Consulting at Start Early, provided an update on Early 

Intervention funding. 

• FY22: Through ARPA, IDEA Part C received a $250M allocation for COVID relief. But final 
appropriations bills for FY22 ended up with essentially flat funding for Part C. 

• FY 23: The President’s budget was released just last week and is probably the best vehicle 
currently for seeing some increases in IDEA funding: 

o Went above and beyond the FY22 request: Would nearly double the investment for 
IDEA Part C from $496M to $932M. 

o Policy changes: 
▪ One policy change passed in the FY22 budget and will be continued in FY 23: 

• Allowing use of federal funds to allow children to stay on EI after their 
third birthdays and transition to preschool special education at the start 
of new school year, which improves continuity. Any state can provide 
this option, but most states don’t due to lack of resources. 

▪ Three policy changes didn’t pass in FY22 and are proposed again in the 
President’s budget: 
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• Equity plan – 10% of states’ allocations would need to be used for an 
equity plan as part of their state performance plan. The equity plan 
would need to: 

o Identify subgroups and regions where there is limited access to 
Part C services 

o Identify evidence-based programs they want to use to serve 
those groups 

o Define the budget to execute the plan 

• Prohibition on family fees and other out of pocket expenses, which are 
an access barrier 

• Requiring 24 month notice before restricting eligibility for early 
intervention 

▪ Four new policy changes proposed in President’s budget: 

• Change in funding formula to states from a simple proportion of infants 
and toddlers in your state to a formula that considers poverty. Under 
the proposed new formula, 85% of the funding would be distributed as 
usual, but 15% would be based on the portion of infants and toddlers in 
poverty in your state. No state would get a cut (hold harmless clause). 

• Support at-risk categories. Any state can currently choose this flexibility 
now and define at-risk categories for the state for early intervention 
eligibility. New proposal would allocate $200M for states to use that 
flexibility through a state incentive grant process. Up to states – not 
required. 

• Flexibility for Child Find to target pregnant people whose expected 
children may have a disability. Helps parents get services right away 
when child is born. Nationally, we don’t currently do a good job 
connecting families with infants with medical conditions who are 
automatically eligible to Part C. 

• Part B 611 line item: $5m for comprehensive analysis of B-5 system 
holistically to better serve children with disabilities and delays across 
the system. 

▪ Also in President’s budget is a doubling of funding to $250M for the special 
education workforce preparation, including early intervention staff 

• The Funding Early Childhood is the Right IDEA bill has been introduced, but the federal budget 
process is probably our best bet right now for expanded early intervention funding. 

• Mina closed by stressing that the primary problem in Congress right now when it comes to 
getting federal investments in early intervention is that they don’t know about the program and 
don’t hear about it enough from advocates and families. Early intervention does tend to have 
bipartisan support when people learn about it. 

• Elizabeth Burke Bryant said she would send the link to the RI Right From the Start video on Early 
Intervention. Here is the link: https://rightfromthestartri.org/lets-invest-in-early-intervention-
so-infants-toddlers-with-developmental-challenges-can-thrive/ 

 

To hear more from Mina on Early Intervention, you can register for this Hunt Institute webinar on May 

3 (2pm ET) on the role of the nation’s early intervention programs in supporting young children’s 

healthy development. In addition to Mina, you will hear from Kamilar Moore of Easterseals 
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Chicagoland/Rockford, Christina Kasprzak of the University of North Carolina, and Dr. Mary Beth Bruder 

of the UCONN Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities.  

 

Other Resources: 

  

Resilient but Not Recovered – recent NWLC report: 

• To better understand the impact of the pandemic on women and their families, NWLC 
collaborated with Sprout Insight to conduct in-depth interviews and focus groups with women 
around the country in December 2021, and with polling firm GQR to conduct a nationally 
representative mixed mode survey of 3,800 adults from February 7–25, 2022.   

• Report and data are available here: https://nwlc.org/resource/resilient-but-not-recovered-after-
two-years-of-the-covid-19-crisis-women-are-still-struggling/ 

• By many measures, women aren’t back to where they were in Feb 2020. While men have fully 
recovered their labor force losses, there are close to one million fewer women working now. 

• There is a significant gender gap among those who quit a job and have not yet gotten a new 
one. 

• Child care is playing a big role in the gender gap. 1 in 5 mothers, and 1 in 4 with children under 
age 5, report that they stopped working because children were not in school/child care during 
the pandemic. 

• Thirty-nine percent of women say their financial situation is worse today than before the 
pandemic. Those shares are higher for women who lost a job or had to leave the labor force – 
2/3 of them say finances are worse. 51% of women in low-paying jobs are worse off than 
before. Almost half of surveyed women were in jobs paying $15/hour or less. 

• Impacts on women’s mental health are high. Bills and expenses topped the list of what is 
straining them. Also concerns about health, caring for family members, balancing 
caregiving/work 

• Lots more in the report 
 

A Poor People’s Pandemic Report: Mapping the Intersections of Poverty, Race, and COVID-19 from the 

Poor People’s Campaign 

• This report about poverty and the pandemic has county-specific data here that you may find 
useful.  

• Available here: https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/pandemic-report/    

• News coverage: https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2022/04/04/who-died-covid-poor-
people-got-sick-more-than-richer-americans/7265620001/  
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