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Notes: StateFedConnect Peer-to-Peer Zoom Call 

July 12, 2022 
Facilitators Elliot Regenstein and Reg Leichty (Foresight Law + Policy) 

Please note that our August call is scheduled for August 2nd at 3pm ET (in keeping with our new 

schedule of 3pm ET on the first Tuesday of each month).   

What Advocates Can Do 

• Advocates with Democratic Senators can reach out to them about including child care in 
reconciliation. 

• Advocates with Republican Senators can reach out to them about the MIECHV sign-on letter. 
• Advocates can: 

o Monitor implementation of the Keep Kids Fed Act;  
o Keep an ear to the ground about issues with EIDL repayment; and 
o Check on whether their states are participating in the WIC waiver. 

Welcome  

o Acronyms – During our discussions we tend to use many acronyms, some of which may not be 
familiar, so we are making an effort to provide the actual name, not just the acronym.  If you 
hear an acronym you aren’t familiar with, feel free to drop it in the chat to Elliot Regenstein 
and he will provide the full name and may post to the larger group as well.  

Early Learning Updates in Congress 

Sarah Rubinfield (Director of Government Affairs, First Five Years Fund (FFYF))  

Reconciliation and Murray/Kaine Proposal Updates: 

• (Update as of Friday, July 15 – The news this morning suggests that Manchin is no longer 
supportive of including climate or tax provisions in reconciliation and is interested in moving 
forward only with prescription drug pricing and health care subsidies.) 

• Negotiations are gaining more momentum.  Senators Schumer and Manchin are talking often 
and opposition against reconciliation is starting to pick up as well (which means things are likely 
moving forward).  Sen. Schumer submitted legislative text last week to the Senate 
Parliamentarian which is a key step to moving the language forward.  The text appears to have 
support of all 50 Democratic Senators.   

• Given the discussions within the Senate, we could see a framework around the three buckets of 
discussion including prescription drug coverage, climate energy and tax reform (including how 
much money should go towards debt).  This framework may not include child care; however, 
that doesn’t mean it can’t be added into the final package.   
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• One of the strengths of the Murray/Kaine proposal is that it is scalable by design – which we 
think works in our favor.  We continue to put pressure on Democrats as much as possible.  Now 
feels like the time as we are getting closer to a reconciliation package. There continues to be a 
focus on this both at DC and state offices.  

• This week, we have focused on a recent sign on letter (where we partnered with NAEYC and 85 
others) and it was featured in Politico this morning – we have used it to reach out to Senate staff 
and national/state press.  Here is the link to the letter. 

• We have also been focusing on future funds and the urgency of why child care must be included 
in reconciliation today.   

 
What are others on the call hearing or feedback they are getting in states? 

• CO - sent the sign on letter to Sen. Hickenlooper and the reaction was thank you, but we are 
not part of the conversations between Schumer and Manchin – how should we respond to 
them? It is clear that the conversations are between Schumer and Manchin, but you can ask 
members to speak directly with Sen Schumer to let him know that their state constituents 
are concerned about additional supports for families, etc.  It will help for Sen. Manchin to 
hear from as many voices as possible that this is a concern.   

• WV – Secretary Crouch followed up with a letter to Sen. Manchin as well as direct outreach 
over the weekend to him. The letter came out of an ongoing relationship with the legislators 
of the state to serve as a resource for lifting the voices of parents and child care providers.  
Advocates are welcome to share and adapt the WV letter to assist with advocacy efforts in 
their states. 

 
What Advocates Can Do Now:   

• Advocates can craft a letter of their own to Congressional members using an adaptation of the 
WV letter or create your own. 

• If your state has a Democratic Senator, advocates can contact them to share support for the 
Murray/Kaine proposal.  

• Advocates can share this sign on letter from FFYF, NAEYC, and others with your members.  

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) Reauthorization 
Catriona MacDonald (President, Linchpin Strategies) 
 

• MIECHV expires September 30, so the clock is ticking to ensure the statute gets reauthorized.  
The House is working on legislative language currently with the biggest hurdle being the funding 
level (it is certainly not the only hurdle).  The National Coalition asked for $1.4 billion over five 
years to meet the needs accumulating for staff salaries and other items (such as expanding to 
new communities).  States are in a bind because they don’t have additional funding for new 
communities that need home visiting unless there is an increase at the federal level.  

• Republicans in the House want to be supportive of MIECHV and anticipated that the President’s 
budget would come in near the ask from the coalition.  Rep. Danny Davis has had legislation out 
for a while that would double MIECHV over five years, but it is lower than the ask.  Republicans 
entered the discussion saying that they couldn’t fund above the president’s budget (which only 
asked for 50% increase over five years).  We expect to see legislation (hopefully bipartisan) with 
a funding increase.   

https://www.ffyf.org/85-national-organizations-call-on-congress-to-include-child-care-in-reconciliation/
https://www.ffyf.org/85-national-organizations-call-on-congress-to-include-child-care-in-reconciliation/
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• The Senate is moving on a much slower timeline, with a Dear Colleague sign on letter circulated 
to Senators by Sen. Menendez (NJ) and Sen. Grassley (IA).  The letter notes the need for a timely 
reauthorization and calls for an increase in funding, but doesn’t specify what the higher level of 
funding should be.  The letter composers agreed to pair each Democrat signer with a Republican 
signer to ensure bipartisanship. The ask is to do some outreach in the next few weeks to 
Republican Senators asking them to sign the letter. There is already a waiting list of Democrats 
interested in signing on. 

 
What it means for MIECHV after September 30 if reauthorization language hasn’t been signed by the 
President. 

• A lapsed statute doesn’t mean that programs are shut down.  Staff are not let go and families 
are not turned away.  The federal funds will be distributed in September and will be available for 
two years (until the end of 2024).  However, when the statute lapses (as happened between the 
fall of 2017 and February 2018), some states will not spend the money or fill empty positions 
and may put major projects on hold, even though there is a contractual obligation.   

• Tribal MIECHV programs are on a different cycle, so any lapse that is more than a month or two 
has significant impacts on those programs. 

• It would be helpful for advocates to communicate with elected officials when they are home 
over the August recess to advocate for the need for additional funds in the program and the 
most timely authorization possible.   

 
If funding goes away, will families no longer be served and home visiting providers be out of jobs?   

• We don’t want staff/families to panic – most families will continue to receive home visiting 
services, and providers will continue to be employed as long as the lapse isn’t too long.  The last 
gap was six months, and some states were on the cusp of notifying programs that their 
contracts weren’t going to get renewed. With too long a lapse, programs may stop filling 
vacancies and/or stop adding new families to their roster.  Congress needs to understand that a 
lapsed statute causes meaningful issues for both providers and the families who benefit from 
the program.  

• The likely best option for a home visiting bill to get through Congress is through a larger vehicle 
that brings lots of bills together before the end of the fiscal year. 

 
What Advocates Can Do Now:   

• Advocates with Republican Senators can reach out (ideally in the next few weeks), asking them 
to sign on to the letter, as there is a fairly long list of Democrats that are interested in signing on, 
but they need Republican counterparts to pair them with. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Keep Kids Fed Act  
Mary Beth Testa (Director, MBST Solutions, LLC) 

 
• The Keep Kids Fed Act passed through Congress and was signed by the President.   
• In 1996 the federal government created a 2-tiered reimbursement rate for family child care 

providers, which was burdensome and reduced the rate some providers were receiving well 
below their actual costs for feeding the children in their care.  The CACFPA in 2021 eliminated 
the tiering through USDA and granted them some waiver authority, but the expiration date was 
June 30, 2022.  Congress has now finalized the Keep Kids Fed Act, which means another year of  

http://earlysuccess.org/content/uploads/2022/07/Grassley-Menendez-DC-MIECHV-reauth-2022-final.docx
http://earlysuccess.org/content/uploads/2022/07/Grassley-Menendez-DC-MIECHV-reauth-2022-final.docx
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FCC providers receiving the higher reimbursement rate.  The legislation also included a 10-cent 
increase on reimbursement rates. 

• Congressional offices and staffers report that supply chain and budget problem evidence, 
evidence of wasted food and other issues helped keep these flexibilities in place.   

 
Resources:  

• Bill passage and implementation:  
o https://frac.org/news/fracapplaudscongresskeepkidsfedact  
o https://www.ccfproundtable.org/post/breaking-news-congress-passes-keep-kids-fed-

act  
o https://www.fns.usda.gov/news-item/usda-0147.22  

• School Nutrition Association and what’s left out https://schoolnutrition.org/news-
publications/press-releases/2022/sna-lauds-passage-of-the-keep-kids-fed-act/  

 
What Advocates Can Do Now:   

• The White House is hosting a conference and asking for your ideas and stories, but the deadline 
is THIS FRIDAY (July 15): https://health.gov/our-work/nutrition-physical-activity/white-house-
conference-hunger-nutrition-and-health/share-your-ideas-and-stories  

• Other actions that could be taken: 
o Keep CACFP participation numbers up 
o Connect this issue to child care advocacy 
o Share what you’re hearing from providers in your state 
o Help make sure the White House Conference on hunger sees child care providers and 

the families counting on them, as they create strategies/solutions 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) Repayment  
Gary Romano (President & CEO at Civitas Strategies, LLC) 
 

• The Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) was a vehicle created years ago for use in natural 
disasters to provide economic support to get businesses back up and running.  It provides a 30-
year loan at a low interest rate of 3.75%.  It was adapted for use during the pandemic, and there 
was a tie-in to a free grant which may have confused providers.  You could get between $10-15k 
that was a grant, not a loan that had to be repaid, but then businesses were also offered loans 
up to 2.5 times their revenue. Civitas Strategies is hearing anecdotally that many providers 
misunderstood that this program was not part of the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and 
was not a forgivable loan and now they cannot afford to pay the loan back. There has been an 
extension to 30 months on the period that providers don’t have to start paying back the loans, 
but interest continues to accumulate during that time.   There is not a lot of data on this issue. 
Research Civitas did in NJ found that 32% of child care providers reported having an EIDL.   

 
What Advocates Can Do Now:   

• Listen to your communities to hear if providers in your state may be facing this issue.  
• Share insights – If you have data and information on this issue, Gary can be reached at 

gary@civstrrat.com.  

https://frac.org/news/fracapplaudscongresskeepkidsfedact
https://www.ccfproundtable.org/post/breaking-news-congress-passes-keep-kids-fed-act
https://www.ccfproundtable.org/post/breaking-news-congress-passes-keep-kids-fed-act
https://www.fns.usda.gov/news-item/usda-0147.22
https://schoolnutrition.org/news-publications/press-releases/2022/sna-lauds-passage-of-the-keep-kids-fed-act/
https://schoolnutrition.org/news-publications/press-releases/2022/sna-lauds-passage-of-the-keep-kids-fed-act/
https://health.gov/our-work/nutrition-physical-activity/white-house-conference-hunger-nutrition-and-health/share-your-ideas-and-stories
https://health.gov/our-work/nutrition-physical-activity/white-house-conference-hunger-nutrition-and-health/share-your-ideas-and-stories
mailto:gary@civstrrat.com
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Infant Formula Shortage  
Elyssa Schmier (Vice President, Government Relations and National Budget, MomsRising Together & 
MomsRising Education Fund) 

 
• In February, Abbott Labs (Similac) had a large recall of formula which was impacting stock by 

March.  As the news became more widespread, the shortage was exacerbated due to panic 
purchasing by consumers.  In June there was a 74% shortage nationally and in some states there 
was a 90% out of stock rate.   

• Six weeks ago, Congress passed a bill to create flexibility with WIC recipients (so they can buy 
different brands, sizes, etc).  Following Congressional action, several executive orders went into 
effect which included price gouging protections, additional WIC elements, and Operation Fly 
Formula which allowed the US to get formula delivered from overseas.  Prior to this, 90% of 
formula consumed in the US was made in the US.  To date, 32 flights have imported the 
equivalent of 19 million 8-ounce bottles of formula.  This action is starting to be felt in the 
market, but the problem still exists, and under resourced and overburdened communities and 
families are the least likely to be able to access the formula they need. 

• An FDA emergency funding bill would have provided $28 million for the FDA to address product 
shortages and increase capacity (currently the infant formula division of the FDA has 7 staff 
members).  Republicans didn’t think providing funds to the FDA would fix the problem and the 
emergency funding for the FDA became a political blame game. Many of the WIC pieces that 
were put into place are focused on preventing this in the future rather than helping to fix the 
issues right now.  

• The Abbott plant that was closed (and caused the recall) was given the green light to reopen but 
a storm flooded the plant.  It just reopened on July 11, and it could take up to eight weeks to get 
the product into stores. 

• USDA passed WIC flexibility waivers and states have the ability to give recipients flexibility with 
different sizes, brands, buying online or out of state, etc, but not every state is taking advantage 
of the waivers.  Here is a link to see if your state has taken advantage of the waiver opportunity.  
If you are hearing from people in your state that they are having issues and your state isn’t 
participating in the waiver process, you can reach out to your state and urge them to participate 
and provide flexibility to your WIC recipients. 

• There could be a shortage of ingredients in the future which could impact production flow.  We 
need to rethink how formula is produced, regulated, stockpiled, etc.  Moms Rising has a letter 
for sign on urging Congress to take action now on the formula shortage.  

• If you have questions or insights, feel free to reach out to Elyssa by email 
(Elyssa@momsrising.org). 

 
Resources:  

• WIC Waiver Opportunity by State: https://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/flexibilities-formula-
enforcement-discretion 

• Here is a bilingual toolkit on how to feed your baby during the infant shortage: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g1S56oak7_Vpf3QglgIXAMDhVhRxZr23uKmHzL5IC3k/ed
it  

 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/flexibilities-formula-enforcement-discretion
https://action.momsrising.org/sign/Congress_Formula/
https://action.momsrising.org/sign/Congress_Formula/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/flexibilities-formula-enforcement-discretion
https://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/flexibilities-formula-enforcement-discretion
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g1S56oak7_Vpf3QglgIXAMDhVhRxZr23uKmHzL5IC3k/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g1S56oak7_Vpf3QglgIXAMDhVhRxZr23uKmHzL5IC3k/edit
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What Advocates Can Do Now:   
• If you are submitting a note to the White House nutrition conference (as Mary Beth mentioned), 

advocates can include infant formula security as an additional issue. 
• Advocates can check to see if their state is taking advantage of the WIC Waiver Opportunity 

here and reach out to their state leaders if they are not participating in this opportunity. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

On tap for next month’s call 
 
• Child Care Underspending 

o   What’s happening in states? 

o   What are the federal implications? 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/flexibilities-formula-enforcement-discretion

