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Notes: StateFedConnect Peer-to-Peer Zoom Call 
August 2, 2022 
Facilitator Elliot Regenstein (Foresight Law + Policy) 
 
Please note that our next call is scheduled for September 6 at 3pm ET (in keeping with our new 
schedule of 3pm ET on the first Tuesday of each month).   
 
If you have not already signed up for the discussions using the new meeting series, please register for 
the new meeting series by using this link: 
https://earlysuccess.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcrceGgrj0rHtIXDZ9WqpTeQnItWWWJeJFs 

 
What Advocates Can Do 
 
On Getting Funding for Child Care: 

• Today – or at least before the end of the week - advocates can use social media platforms and 
local news/press to ensure Democrats feel uncomfortable and feel the outrage of leaving child 
care behind.  

• Today or tomorrow, advocates can reach out directly to staff contacts in any Democratic Senate 
offices and ask them to support amendments to get child care back in the bill.  Even a nominal 
amount would make a difference – it is important to stress how critical funding is.  The worst 
case scenario is if there is nothing included during reconciliation, we are able to use tee up and 
lay the groundwork for future child care funding and priorities. We can’t let child care slip back 
down the list of priorities after working so hard the last few years to bring it to the forefront. 

• Advocates can join the First Five Years Fund in a Tweet storm today at 2pm ET using the hashtag 
#solvechildcare.  A Social Media and Messaging Toolkit can be found here.    

 
On the Child Tax Credit: 

• Advocates can reach out to their congressional offices to remind members: 
o How helpful and impactful the ARPA CTC was for families and children. 
o How costs are rising, and getting monthly CTC payment in the hands of families helps 

parents to afford the important things to care for their children. 
o Urge Congress not to pass tax breaks for businesses unless they also support 

children/families.  

 
Welcome  

• Why we’re here - To connect state advocates with each other and engage with others at the 
federal level.  We hope to create a communication loop to share expertise from the state level 
to the federal level as well as help state advocates to create relationships and connections.  We 
are grateful to the Advisory group to help with strategic direction and insights.  Occasionally we 

https://earlysuccess.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcrceGgrj0rHtIXDZ9WqpTeQnItWWWJeJFs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ewgnltpDdisyj8KpE-CANom8vdiRn5ebE8qITZGG9Zw/edit
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will ask the full group for thoughts/suggestions on future topics, but also contact us anytime if 
you have ideas! 

• A new approach to the agenda and what’s on today’s agenda – We are trying out a new 
structure for the StateFedConnect calls that includes a federal overview, a deeper dive into a 
hot topic (today it will be child care through reconciliation), and an “outside-in” conversation 
where state advocates can bring up what is front of mind for them (today we’ll discuss child care 
underspending).  We will then move to a topic that is coming down the pike (child tax credits) 
and will close with a high note -- something positive that happened in federal/state advocacy 
that felt like a win!  Moving forward, we hope advocates volunteer to share those high notes! 

 

Federal Overview  
(Alex Perry, Policy Advisor, Foresight Law + Policy) 
 
FY23 appropriations cycle 

• Last week Senate Democrats released a series of draft bills as starting points for negotiations.  
Because the House has already released its proposed FY23 numbers, this concludes the publicly 
seen elements and the Appropriations Committees will work to map out the plans.  As you can 
see in the table below, many of the budget lines we care most about are completely aligned 
between the House and Senate Democrats.  The largest discrepancy is with IDEA Part C 
Preschool with a $6 million difference.  

• These are the drafts moving into the fall – there is a zero percent chance that there will be a 
funding package prior to September 30th, so the current question is how long the Continuing 
Resolution will need to be until Congress can agree on the FY23 budget.   

• The election will play a role in this, given that Congressional chambers could change control and 
that may shift the appropriations process.  The current Congress may decide to wrap up FY23 
and then push forward on FY24, but there is no clear insight on that right now because they are 
focused on several other priorities before the August recess.   

 
 
Inflation Reduction Act (Build Back Better 2.0) 

• Text for the Inflation Reduction Act (Build Back Better 2.0) was released last week, but without 
child care or early education included.  The package focuses on health care costs, climate and 
energy spending, and tax items. The Senate is expected to begin the amendment process this 
weekend, as they move toward passage of the bill. There is a lot of pressure on Democrats from 
leadership not to introduce amendments, but some may do so.  

• House left for August recess last Friday (July 29) but may return the week of August 16 if there is 
action needed, such as passing the Inflation Reduction Act.   

• Congress will likely turn to FY23 appropriations upon return in September and work to get the 
Continuing Resolution in place that will continue to keep the federal government running until 
later in the fall, a date that will likely fall after the election. 
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Hot Topic: Child Care  
Sarah Rubinfield (Director of Government Affairs, First Five Years Fund) 
 

• Last week we thought the Senate would come together for health care and prescription drug 
subsidies only, but then Sens. Manchin and Schumer surprised everyone with the inclusion of 
climate and tax reform.  The timing was intentional – they waited until after the bipartisan 
CHIPS bill on semiconductors was passed.  Unfortunately, the Inflation Reduction Act doesn’t 
include any new investments in child care.   

• The most important thing right now is to ensure Democratic Senators feel the outrage and 
backlash for leaving child care behind.  Currently Democrats need 50 votes for the bill and Sen. 
Sinema is still a wild card (and there has been great outreach to her office from those in AZ).  
Some are still pushing for child care as part of this bill, but Sen. Schumer will be working hard to 
limit any/all amendments.   

• Even a nominal amount would make a difference – it is important to stress how critical funding 
is.  The worst-case scenario is if there is nothing included during reconciliation, we are able to 
use these efforts to tee up and lay the groundwork for future child care funding and priorities. 
We can’t let child care slip back down the list of priorities after working so hard the last few 
years to bring it to the forefront.  

• Holding members accountable – If members say no to adding child care to the package, but say 
they are prioritizing child care for the future, hold them to that (ensure they are on the record).  

 
Discussion:  

• How do we advocate for the bill while also pushing for them to add in child care?  $20-30 
billion likely wouldn’t sink this package, and we can continue to pressure members on child care.  
We need other members to join Sen. Murray and talk to Sen. Schumer about including funding 
for children and families (the discussions don’t need to be public but should be happening 
between members).  We need members to feel bad/uncomfortable about leaving child care 
behind. 

• Should non-WA advocates call Sen. Murray’s office or our state members?  Put pressure on 
Democratic senators, female senators, and others who have supported child care.  If it isn’t 
possible to find funding for this package, we need senators to commit to doing something for 
child care in the future.  

• The Inflation Reduction Act – will it actually reduce inflation/could we hold members 
accountable? 

o Child care is one of the best ways to potentially decrease inflation – increase 
reimbursement rates of child care, ensure facilities aren’t closing, bringing more 
workers into the workforce, and bringing down costs for families as child care is one of 
the largest costs to a household. See chart on page 3 about child care costs outpacing 
other essentials Child Care in Reconciliation Social Media and Messaging Toolkit  

o While on the call we did not discuss deeply how the Act would impact inflation. One 
potentially relevant document is this Letter from Economists to Congressional Leadership 
re: Inflation Reduction Act 

 
We shouldn’t be shy about reminding members that this bill is for families and reducing inflation, but 
that the omission of child care is an issue.  Advocates can make sure members know that the omission 
of child care in this bill is an issue, and we can continue to push for it to be added back in 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ewgnltpDdisyj8KpE-CANom8vdiRn5ebE8qITZGG9Zw/edit
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/22124998-letter-from-economists-to-congressional-leadership
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/22124998-letter-from-economists-to-congressional-leadership
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• Have national child care organizations rallied around a budget/ideal number? The more we 
echo similar numbers the better chance to push it forward.  The goal is to just get something in 
because this is moving quickly and will be completed in the next few days.  

• Sen. Manchin has said that some things didn’t need to be in this because they could be in 
regular order – has anyone heard anything on this? WV made a follow-up pitch to Sen. 
Manchin’s staff that inflation and rising costs of child care are hurting families and businesses.  
Contacting other Democratic offices would be helpful as well and even if they say no to this, try 
to get commitments on what they plan to do this fall to address child care.  

 
Resources: 

• Letter from Economists to Congressional Leadership re: Inflation Reduction Act 

• Child Care in Reconciliation Social Media and Messaging Toolkit 

• FFYF Action Center: https://ffyf.quorum.us/action_center/  
 
What Advocates Can Do Now:   

• Today – or at least before the end of the week - advocates can use social media platforms and 
local news/press to ensure Democrats feel uncomfortable and feel the outrage of leaving child 
care behind.  

• Today or tomorrow, advocates can reach out directly to staff contacts in any Democratic Senate 
offices and ask them to support amendments to get child care back in the bill.  Even a nominal 
amount would make a difference – it is important to stress how critical funding is.  The worst 
case scenario is if there is nothing included during reconciliation, we are able to use tee up and 
lay the groundwork for future child care funding and priorities. We can’t let child care slip back 
down the list of priorities after working so hard the last few years to bring it to the forefront. 

• Advocates can join the First Five Years Fund in a Tweet storm today at 2pm ET using the hashtag 
#solvechildcare.  A Social Media and Messaging Toolkit can be found here.    

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Outside In” conversation: Child care underspending  
What is happening in states?   
What might it mean for federal advocacy? 
 
Some states have had difficulty pushing child care subsidy money (both ARPA funds and regular 
funding) out the door – share your experiences, ways you have talked about this, and any ideas you 
have (no need for a specific plan, just ideas for future reference).  Have states been encountering this, 
and what has it meant in your state context? 

• KS – it has been an issue spending the relief funding allocated for child care.  The most difficult 
part is figuring out the timing of when the state plans to spend the dollars.  The timing and 
slow pace of getting funding out the door has made it difficult as there are four different state 
agencies that have a role in the child care system and diffusion of decision making across those 
agencies has made getting funding out the door very difficult.  

• IL – these tensions are true for Head Start as well.  The opportunity of the cliff is the program 
improvements that have been made and the state’s investment. We have lagging enrollment 
across the system – we seem to have leveled off.  Is this true for others? 

• RI – We had a significant drop in child care but have a waitlist for our highest quality child care 
and are experiencing a staffing shortage. We have used our CCDBG funding.  We were able to 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/22124998-letter-from-economists-to-congressional-leadership
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ewgnltpDdisyj8KpE-CANom8vdiRn5ebE8qITZGG9Zw/edit
https://ffyf.quorum.us/action_center/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ewgnltpDdisyj8KpE-CANom8vdiRn5ebE8qITZGG9Zw/edit
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increase our eligibility for the first time in 17 years to between the 50th and 80th percentile, but 
we lost the payment based on enrollment, so it is back to being based on attendance.   

• Several states raised concerns about the potential fiscal cliff with COVID relief funding, which is 
a potential topic for future calls. 

o WI – Though we are spending down federal COVID-19 relief funds we are concerned 
with the fiscal cliff ahead.  We struggle to spend down CCDBG based on subsidy use 
and a chronic issue is why child care programs are less frequently accepting subsidies.  
WI CCDBG funding is attendance based, not enrollment based, and the application/ 
restrictions on federal funding often make it difficult to spend the money down and 
make it difficult to ask the state legislature for funding in other areas when there is 
CCDBG funding still available.  

o OK is grappling with the same thing as WI. 
o AL is also concerned about the fiscal cliff in two years when funding runs out. We have 

started paying subsidy reimbursement on enrollment (not attendance) as of July 2022. 
▪ Is there a problem with the dollars not stretching since that change? Is there a 

wait list for families? (OK) 
o NC is also concerned about the fiscal cliff. 
o WV is paying based on enrollment (not attendance) with ARPA funding, but cliff is 

looming Sept 2023. 
 

To what degree is workforce an issue for underspending?  I have heard that providers don’t have staff 
to meet licensed capacity.   

• IL – I think we are seeing that as well, but it is difficult to know how much our enrollment growth 
is challenged by lack of workforce to open classrooms.  

• RI – Staffing is a big problem in child care, so much so that the state is proposing to reduce 
qualifications for child care staff licensing.  

• AL – Staffing is difficult across the board (AL unemployment rate is under 3%) so we are using 
relief funds to provide “hazard pay” bonuses to child care staff: just increased to $3,000 per 
quarter for another 5 quarters. 

• KY - We’re conducting a statewide survey now to paint the picture on what post-ARPA will look 
like for child care without additional state and/or federal support.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
What’s Next: Child Tax Credits 
Ashley Burnside, CLASP 
 

• The American Rescue Plan’s expansion of the child care tax credit, monthly distribution, etc 
dramatically reduced poverty rate, financial stress and more for low income families.  When the 
monthly credit ended child poverty rates increased again.  The goal is to get the Child Tax Credit 
(CTC) plan in an end of year package. Previously, CTC advocates were concerned that business 
tax credits would be included, but family tax credits would be left out, however the messaging 
that corporate tax breaks shouldn’t be included unless there are tax breaks for families and 
children seemed to work.  Any package would have to have bipartisan support (60 votes).  

• Sen. Romney has a proposal (Family Security Act 2.0) that provides a more generous credit than 
the pre-ARPA version of the CTC, begins phasing in the credit with the first dollar of income 
(rather than starting at $2500 in income like the pre-ARPA version), and has a lower income 
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threshold for receiving the full credit ($10,000 in household income).  However, there are 
several issues including:  

o It wouldn’t provide tax credits to families with no income (which ARPA did) 
o It would benefit families up to $400,000 
o It would be paid for through cuts to EITC and through the elimination of head-of-

household tax filing status, which impacts children in single-parent families. Estimates 
indicate that 10 million children would be worse off.   

 
Resources: 

• The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities has an analysis on Senator Romney’s Family Security 
Act 2.0 here.   

 
What Advocates Can Do Now:   

• Advocates can reach out to their congressional offices to remind members: 
o How helpful and impactful the ARPA CTC was for families and children. 
o How costs are rising, and getting monthly CTC payment in the hands of families helps 

parents to afford the important things to care for their children. 
o Urge Congress not to pass tax breaks for businesses unless they also support 

children/families.  
o Don’t move forward on the problematic pieces of the Family Security Act 2.0  

 
Discussion 

• Is this the same scenario for MIECHV? That is likely correct as there are fewer windows for 
action during this congressional session. Though there is a sense of urgency, we don’t want to 
alarm home visiting workers where they look elsewhere for jobs or families begin disenrolling, 
etc.  Cat McDonald noted on our July call that the likely best option for a home visiting bill to get 
through Congress is through a larger vehicle that brings lots of bills together before the end of 
the fiscal year. 

 
Resources:  

• If you’d like to listen to Senator Romney discuss his Family Security Act 2.0, here’s a link to a 
recent AEI webinar. His remarks are followed by a conversation with Robert Doar (AEI President) 
and a panel of mostly conservative child and family policy folks discussing “the future of 
conservative family policy.” 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

End on a High Note 
Kansas - A federal/state success:  During recent Hill visits, one Republican Congressman's staff wanted to 
hear more about MIECHV. We connected state program staff who had been trying to connect with the 
office without success, and now he is visiting during the recess with these local programs. 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/romney-child-tax-credit-proposal-is-step-forward-but-falls-short-targets-low
https://www.aei.org/events/a-conversation-with-sen-mitt-romney-r-ut-the-future-of-conservative-family-policy/

