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Notes: StateFedConnect Peer-to-Peer Zoom Call 
December 6, 2022 
Facilitator Elliot Regenstein (Foresight Law + Policy) 
 
Please note that our next call is scheduled for January 10, 2023 at 3:00 PM ET  
 
In 2023, most StateFedConnect calls will continue to be held on the first Tuesday of each month 
at 3pm ET. However, we have shifted a few dates:  

• January 2023 – will be held Tuesday, January 10th 

• April 2023 – will be held Tuesday, April 11th 

• July 2023 – will be held Tuesday, July 11th 

• November 2023 – will be held Monday, November 6th 

These dates should already be on your calendar as an invitation from Alicia Sanderfield. If they are not 
on your calendar, please contact Jamie Brandon (jamie.brandon@flpadvisors.com) and she will help 
ensure they get on your calendar. 
 

What Advocates Can Do Summary 
• FFYF Omnibus Action Center: Tell Congress to Double Funding for CCDBG 

• Advocates can use recent FFYF polling that is strongly supportive of investments in early care 
and education when communicating with their federal delegations. FFYF Polling: Voters, Small 
Businesses Agree: Child Care is an Economic Imperative, Congress Must Act 

• Moms Rising hosted a Day of Action on Child Tax Credit on December 7th which included a social 
media toolkit that can still be used between now and the end of the year.  

• First Focus Campaign: Letter: Prioritize tax credits for children, youth, & families over large 
corporations. 

Welcome  

• Why we’re here - To connect state advocates with each other and engage with partners at the 
federal level. We are also focused on creating community among state advocates on federal 
issues.  

• A new approach to the agenda and what’s on today’s agenda – Following the new model used 
the past few months, the StateFedConnect calls now includes feature a federal overview, a 
deeper dive into a “hot topic” (today it will be Spending and Polling), a “what’s next” discussion 
(End of Year Chaos – What topics are you tracking?) and an “outside-in” conversation where 
state advocates can bring up what is front of mind for them (today we’ll discuss The Child Care 
Cliff). We will then close with a high note -- something positive that happened in federal 
advocacy that felt like a win. Moving forward, we hope advocates volunteer to share those high 
notes, whether it’s a new strategy that you feel good about or a step forward on a policy win. 

mailto:jamie.brandon@flpadvisors.com
https://www.ffyf.org/tell-congress-double-funding-for-ccdbg/
https://www.ffyf.org/new-polling-voters-small-businesses-agree-child-care-is-an-economic-imperative-congress-must-act/
https://www.ffyf.org/new-polling-voters-small-businesses-agree-child-care-is-an-economic-imperative-congress-must-act/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gvcPV54fPUHnHx29_tG3KBdWShcZuYOvYqT2mL1Ilns/edit
https://form.jotform.com/223203976422150
https://form.jotform.com/223203976422150
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Please email your high notes to mableidinger@earlysuccess.org and/or 
Elliot.Regenstein@flpadvisors.com, and we’ll reach out! 

• Upcoming written update – As Congress is still working to pull together funding for the federal 
government and many shifts are still possible, we will be providing a written update later this 
month with the final outcome of the budget and insights on the priorities of the group. 

• Office Hours – We will be scheduling office hours in the new year where members can drop in at 
any point during the scheduled time and get their questions answered on the specific topic for 
that call. More details will be provided shortly. 

• Forthcoming Survey – We are working on finalizing a survey to get feedback on what you are 
most interested in as well as how well StateFedConnect is working for you and your insights on 
what changes might be helpful.  Look for that survey to be distribute in January.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Federal Overview  
(Reg Leichty, Foresight Law + Policy) 
There are a few things to collectively think about as we strategize about next year.  With over 80 new 

members in the House and Senate coming in for the 118th Congress beginning in January, it will be very 

important to help bring them up to speed on the basics of early education and care, especially what is 

happening at the state and local levels.  The new Congress will be one of the youngest congressional 

classes in 14 years.  With Senator Warnock’s win in Georgia on Tuesday, the Democrats have secured a 

majority (51-49) in the Senate for the 118th Congress.  This will have implications for committee 

composition (no longer evenly divided along party lines) and may make moving bills out of committee 

easier than it has been during the last two years when the Senate has been evenly divided.  

Republicans in the House will likely see a nine-seat majority, which is very narrow. As Rep. McCarthy (R-
CA) works to try and become the next Speaker of the House, he has to make concessions to members, 
including the Freedom Caucus.  We expect to see some of the more charged issues come up early next 
year in the Ed and Labor committee including parental rights, transgender athletes, and oversight of 
emergency spending.  Knowing that next year will be a difficult year for legislation, committee members 
are introducing bills now with the idea that they might be attached as riders to the end-of-year bill.  For 
example, Rep. Bobby Scott (D-VA) introduced a bill to move the National Apprenticeship Authorization 
forward.  We have had similar efforts for DACA and other immigrant issues.   
 
Discussion:  

• Child Tax Credit Status: The outlook for an extended package is dimming as an overall tax 
extenders package becomes less likely.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Hot Topic: Spending and Polling  
(Sarah Rubinfield, FFYF) 
 
Leadership Updates for the 118th Congress:  

• Senator Murray (D-WA) is moving from the leader of the HELP Committee to the Appropriations 
Committee and will serve as President Pro Tempore of the Senate.   

• Representative Katherine Clark (D-MA) will be the number two Democrat (Democratic Whip).  
She continues to reiterate the importance of child care. 

mailto:mableidinger@earlysuccess.org
mailto:Elliot.Regenstein@flpadvisors.com
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• Senator Ernst (R-IA) will serve as the Chair of the Republican Policy Committee. She has been 
very active on child care as well.  Senator Capito (R-WV) will serve as Vice Chair of the 
Republican Policy Committee.  

• The Senate HELP Committee will have Senator Sanders (I-VT) and Senator Cassidy (R-LA) in 
leadership.  

• The House Ed & Labor Committee minority leader is expected to be Rep. Scott (D-VA). Rep. Foxx 
(R-NC) was granted a waiver from the Republican Steering Committee that would allow her to 
run to lead the House Ed & Labor Committee.   

 
FY23 Appropriations 

• There is a focus on FY23 and finalizing an omnibus funding package.  Appropriators are trying to 
negotiate the top line number for the bill.  Republicans have offered $1.7 trillion as a top line, 
but bipartisan support for defense budget increases would mean less funding for non-defense 
spending.  Current reports note approximately a $26 billion gap between Republicans and 
Democrats in negotiations.  The alternative is a yearlong Continuing Resolution at level funding, 
but many don’t want that to happen.  Movement may occur this week following the results of 
the Georgia election. 

• Once top line spending is set, the work begins to finalize the spending bills.  National partners 
continue to pressure Congress to act and increase funding as much as possible, especially given 
the fiscal cliff being faced when federal COVID-19 emergency relief funding runs out. 

• The White House and Senate & House Democrats have called for a $1 billion increase for Head 
Start and CCDBG.  The early learning community is pushing to double CCDBG.  Last week, House 
Democrats sent an omnibus letter to leadership calling for the doubling of child care funding, 
which there seems to be bipartisan agreement on. 

• Senators Scott and Burr introduced a bill to reauthorize CCDBG earlier this year (S.3899) and 
Representatives Owens and Hinson introduced a companion bill in the House last week 
(H.R.9394).  Though the House bill is pared back compared to the Senate bill, there are 
similarities.  

• Traditionally funding for early learning and child care has fared alright in a divided Congress, 
when advocates build support and push for additional increases for programs. 

• The MIECHV Home Visiting bill passed the House with overwhelming support late last week 
(320-96).  The bill reauthorizes the program for five years, doubles funding, and allows an 
ongoing option for virtual visits.  Advocates hope to use this momentum to push the Senate to 
inclue the bill in the year-end package, especially given that the reauthorization for the program 
expires on December 16.   

 
FFYF Polling Results 

• Polling was conducted the week after the election with two separate surveys: one for voters 
(with an oversampling of suburban women) and one focused on small business owners (with a 
sampling size of plus 10 Republican and male). 

o Both groups said child care and early learning should be increased (74%).  
o 1 in 5 workers had to cut back on work hours, the purchase of household essentials, and 

more due to child care issues this year. 
o When given the information that Congress considered a proposal to act on child care 

earlier in the year, 65% of voters said they were disappointed or angry that Congress 
failed to act.  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3899?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Child+Care+and+Development+Block+Grant+Act%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/9394?s=6&r=1
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o 81% of voters say their members of Congress should work with the Administration to 
make child care options available and affordable.   

 
Discussion 

• For those of us with child care related earmarks in appropriations bills, how optimistic should 
we be? Fairly optimistic that they can come to an agreement on an omnibus which would allow 
Community Funding Projects or earmarks to be funded.  With Senators Leahy and Shelby retiring 
this year, they have an incentive to work for the omnibus.  

• MIECHV bill: When will the Senate take up a vote on it and do you expect to see everything in 
the House bill included in a year-end budget package or is there a chance Congress 
reauthorizes the program without increasing funding?  National partners don’t expect a 
standalone vote in the Senate but hope is that it will get included in a tax bill.  Reauthorization 
without increased funding is a possibility – the program has been level-funded for 10 years. 
Since time is running short, it is imperative to get the Senate to accept the House bill.  

• What are the odds of child care being reauthorized this coming year and is there a comparison 
document between the House and Senate bills?  It isn’t possible this year, but there has been 
discussion regarding whether we can get larger increases for CCDBG this year. Next year might 
be possible, but it depends on who is leading each of the committees.  Congress continues to 
hear about the challenges of child care from constituents every day. FFYF has a CCDBG 
comparison document, but it hasn’t been updated yet to include the House bill. 

 
What Advocates Can Do Now:   

• FFYF Omnibus Action Center: Tell Congress to Double Funding for CCDBG 

• Advocates can use recent FFYF polling that is strongly supportive of investments in early care 
and education when communicating with their federal delegations. FFYF Polling: Voters, Small 
Businesses Agree: Child Care is an Economic Imperative, Congress Must Act 

• Moms Rising hosted a Day of Action on Child Tax Credit on December 7th which included a social 
media toolkit that can still be used between now and the end of the year.  

• First Focus Campaign: Letter: Prioritize tax credits for children, youth, & families over large 
corporations. 

Resources: 

• FFYF Summary: Ahead of End-Of-Year Deal, Bipartisan Lawmakers & Members-Elect Agree 
Congress Must Work to Double Funding for CCDBG  

• FFYF: Funding for Key Early Learning Programs 

• FFYF: U.S. House Passes Key Home Visiting Bill with Resounding Bipartisan Support 

• FFYF: CCDBG Reauthorization Comparison 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
What’s next: End of Year Chaos 
(Jim McKay, Team for WV Children)  
What topics are you tracking in your state?   

• Some topics you may be tracking – are there others?: 
o Appropriations 
o MIECHV  
o Child Tax Credit  
o Pregnant Workers Fairness Act  

https://www.ffyf.org/tell-congress-double-funding-for-ccdbg/
https://www.ffyf.org/new-polling-voters-small-businesses-agree-child-care-is-an-economic-imperative-congress-must-act/
https://www.ffyf.org/new-polling-voters-small-businesses-agree-child-care-is-an-economic-imperative-congress-must-act/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gvcPV54fPUHnHx29_tG3KBdWShcZuYOvYqT2mL1Ilns/edit
https://form.jotform.com/223203976422150
https://form.jotform.com/223203976422150
https://www.ffyf.org/ahead-of-end-of-year-deal-bipartisan-lawmakers-members-elect-agree-congress-must-work-to-double-funding-for-ccdbg/
https://www.ffyf.org/ahead-of-end-of-year-deal-bipartisan-lawmakers-members-elect-agree-congress-must-work-to-double-funding-for-ccdbg/
https://www.ffyf.org/funding-for-key-early-learning-programs/
https://www.ffyf.org/u-s-house-passes-key-home-visiting-bill-with-resounding-bipartisan-support/
https://www.ffyf.org/ccdbg-reauthorization-comparison/
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o Child Abuse Prevention Treatment Act  
o Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA)  
o Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
o National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 
o Victims of Child Abuse Act 

 

• Head Start:  One state shared that 28% of classes are closed due to staffing issues and at the 
federal level there is a memo to allow permanent reduction of class sizes.  They want to get 
their governor to invest state funds to increase wages. 

o Head Start vacancies are a huge issue nationally.  The Head Start guidance tells 
providers to raise compensation, which can limit future enrollment but also increases 
salaries to help with recruitment. 

• Healthy Meals, Healthy Kids Act – is there an update? 
o The bill has advanced from Committee but has not been put up for a vote for passage by 

the House.  Here is a fact sheet.  

• Finance committee/Medicaid/CHIP – a few big issues are in negotiations for kids:  
1. Mandatory and permanent postpartum option  
2. Making 12-month continuous eligibility for kids in Medicaid a state requirement 

(currently just an option) 
3. Making CHIP permanent.   

 
Resources: 

• National Head Start Association: An Update on Head Start’s Ongoing Workforce Crisis. 

• Pregnant Workers Fairness Act Action Alert 

• Overview of Proposed DACA Framework  

• Zero to Three poll on Public Support for CTC 

• Healthy Kids, Healthy Meals House Ed & Labor Fact Sheet 

• Georgetown University Health Policy Institute Center for Children and Families: Number of 
Uninsured Children Stabilized and Improved Slightly During the Pandemic 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
“Outside In”: The Child Care Cliff 
(Tiffany Ferrette and Stephanie Schmit, CLASP) 
 
Since CLASP works at both the state and federal levels, we have tried to do a few things for both levels 
of work, including monitoring how funds are being used, what new policies and changes are occurring, 
and new federal legislation for investments in the child care system.  
 
We also want to continue supporting states intensively, continuing the broad-based support of ARPA 
implementation.  
 

• CLASP would like to know what needs to be done in states to get the funding out. How can 
CLASP support coordination, tracking, and mapping work?  CLASP is thinking about data analysis 
and documenting how states are utilizing federal investments to make the case for continued 
federal investments.  

https://edlabor.house.gov/imo/media/doc/healthy_meals_healthy_kids_act_fact_sheet2.pdf
https://nhsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Workforce-Crisis-Update.pdf
https://act.nwlc.org/a/pwfa2022
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/05/politics/immigration-plans-bipartisan-framework/index.html
https://www.zerotothree.org/morningconsultpoll/
https://edlabor.house.gov/imo/media/doc/healthy_meals_healthy_kids_act_fact_sheet2.pdf
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2022/12/07/number-of-uninsured-children-stabilized-and-improved-slightly-during-the-pandemic-2/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2022/12/07/number-of-uninsured-children-stabilized-and-improved-slightly-during-the-pandemic-2/
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• CLASP does a lot of analysis on the reach of programs, the impacts of funding increases, as well 
as the impact of ARPA investments.  We have plans to do a variety of analyses in the coming 
year and want to show the impact of reaching the fiscal cliffs in certain states.  We have heard 
from states that there are specific types of analysis that would help those states to make the 
case for additional funding.  

 
Discussion 
CLASP would like your insights to help shape their thinking and work to support states and make the 
case for funding: 

1. Share any of your additional needs you are considering (more resources out, specific policy 
changes, ongoing needs in your state that are most pressing).  

2. What else would be needed to make the case for additional federal investments and to avoid 
the cliff?  Specific data/analysis or broad needs or resources. 

 
Insights: 

• CLASP’s Head Start data sheets are great, and it would be helpful to include average wages for 
HS and EHS teachers in the state compared to Kindergarten teacher wages. 

• Updated numbers on demand for child care subsidy.  
o CLASP confirmed that this will be released in 2023. 

• What are other states doing to prepare for the fiscal cliff?   
• North Carolina is asking for a one-year expansion of the compensation grants for teachers, but it 

would be helpful to have more robust analysis, both on quantity and quality about how 
important those grants have been state by state, as well as across the country as a whole. 

• What are states doing to address the child care facilities infrastructure needs?  Blended funding 
with housing? Incentivizing developers? Etc? 

 
Send additional insights to Tiffany and Stephanie: tferrette@clasp.org and sschmit@clasp.org  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
End on a High Note 

• Welcome back to Danielle Ewen, who will be involved in StateFedConnect come the new year! 
She is working with the Alliance as Albert Wat is loaned to the feds for a few months. 

• Thank you for being an active part of this community in 2022.  We are looking forward to 
continuing our work together in 2023! Remember that any and all staff in Alliance grantee 
organizations are welcome to attend SFC calls at any time.  

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Additional Resources 
 

Head Start / Child Care / Early Learning Resources 
• Georgetown University Health Policy Institute Center for Children and Families: Number of 

Uninsured Children Stabilized and Improved Slightly During the Pandemic 

• National Head Start Association: An Update on Head Start’s Ongoing Workforce Crisis 

• FFYF: Funding for Key Early Learning Programs 
• FFYF: New Reports Highlight the Critical Role of Early Head Start-Child Care Partnerships  

mailto:tferrette@clasp.org
mailto:sschmit@clasp.org
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2022/12/07/number-of-uninsured-children-stabilized-and-improved-slightly-during-the-pandemic-2/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2022/12/07/number-of-uninsured-children-stabilized-and-improved-slightly-during-the-pandemic-2/
https://nhsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Workforce-Crisis-Update.pdf
https://www.ffyf.org/funding-for-key-early-learning-programs/
https://www.ffyf.org/new-reports-highlight-the-critical-role-of-early-head-start-child-care-partnerships/
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• Child Care Aware: Increase Annual Funding for Child Care 
• NAEYC: Uncertainty Ahead Means Instability Now: Survey of Child Care Providers Shows Why 

Families, Children, Educators, Businesses, and States Need Congress to Fund Child Care 

 
Healthy Kids, Healthy Meals Resources 

• Healthy Kids, Healthy Meals House Ed & Labor Fact Sheet 

 
CCDBG Funding Resources 

• FFYF Summary: Ahead of End-Of-Year Deal, Bipartisan Lawmakers & Members-Elect Agree 
Congress Must Work to Double Funding for CCDBG  

• FFYF: CCDBG Reauthorization Comparison 

 
Child Tax Credit Resources 

• Zero to Three poll on Public Support for CTC 

 
Home Visiting Resources 

• FFYF: U.S. House Passes Key Home Visiting Bill with Resounding Bipartisan Support 

 
Pregnant Workers Fairness Act Resources  

• Pregnant Workers Fairness Act Action Alert 
 
FFYF Polling Resources 

• FFYF Polling Fact Sheets:  
o Voters, Small Businesses Agree: Child Care is an Economic Imperative, Congress Must 

Act 
o 2022 Voter and Small Business Polling Memo 
o 2022 Small Business Polling Fact Sheet 
o 2022 Voter Polling Fact Sheet 
o 2022 Voter and Small Business Polling Deck 

 
DACA Resources 

• Overview of Proposed DACA Framework  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.childcareaware.org/annual-funding-for-child-care/
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/user-73607/november_2022_naeyc_policy_fieldsurvey_final.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/user-73607/november_2022_naeyc_policy_fieldsurvey_final.pdf
https://edlabor.house.gov/imo/media/doc/healthy_meals_healthy_kids_act_fact_sheet2.pdf
https://www.ffyf.org/ahead-of-end-of-year-deal-bipartisan-lawmakers-members-elect-agree-congress-must-work-to-double-funding-for-ccdbg/
https://www.ffyf.org/ahead-of-end-of-year-deal-bipartisan-lawmakers-members-elect-agree-congress-must-work-to-double-funding-for-ccdbg/
https://www.ffyf.org/ccdbg-reauthorization-comparison/
https://www.zerotothree.org/morningconsultpoll/
https://www.ffyf.org/u-s-house-passes-key-home-visiting-bill-with-resounding-bipartisan-support/
https://act.nwlc.org/a/pwfa2022
https://www.ffyf.org/new-polling-voters-small-businesses-agree-child-care-is-an-economic-imperative-congress-must-act/
https://www.ffyf.org/new-polling-voters-small-businesses-agree-child-care-is-an-economic-imperative-congress-must-act/
http://link.quorum.us/f/a/7_qdVkeGIT0cwx2JsdSVTQ~~/AACYXwA~/RgRlbPNnP0RAaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmZ5Zi5vcmcvMjAyMi12b3Rlci1hbmQtc21hbGwtYnVzaW5lc3MtcG9sbGluZy1tZW1vL1cDc3BjQgpjgWduimNL1WbdUh1qYW1pZS5icmFuZG9uQGZscGFkdmlzb3JzLmNvbVgEAAAAAA~~
http://link.quorum.us/f/a/QHY77oEdT_0jfbuJDVHsiQ~~/AACYXwA~/RgRlbPNnP0Q8aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmZ5Zi5vcmcvMjAyMi1zbWFsbC1idXNpbmVzcy1wb2xsaW5nLWZhY3Qtc2hlZXQvVwNzcGNCCmOBZ26KY0vVZt1SHWphbWllLmJyYW5kb25AZmxwYWR2aXNvcnMuY29tWAQAAAAA
http://link.quorum.us/f/a/368OtFhXVcCIJ5nKRMyt8w~~/AACYXwA~/RgRlbPNnP0QzaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmZ5Zi5vcmcvMjAyMi12b3Rlci1wb2xsaW5nLWZhY3Qtc2hlZXQvVwNzcGNCCmOBZ26KY0vVZt1SHWphbWllLmJyYW5kb25AZmxwYWR2aXNvcnMuY29tWAQAAAAA
http://link.quorum.us/f/a/18Vq-2phoutSEYIRiswq-g~~/AACYXwA~/RgRlbPNnP0RAaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmZ5Zi5vcmcvMjAyMi12b3Rlci1hbmQtc21hbGwtYnVzaW5lc3MtcG9sbGluZy1kZWNrL1cDc3BjQgpjgWduimNL1WbdUh1qYW1pZS5icmFuZG9uQGZscGFkdmlzb3JzLmNvbVgEAAAAAA~~
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/05/politics/immigration-plans-bipartisan-framework/index.html

