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Notes: StateFedConnect Peer-to-Peer Zoom Call 
March 7, 2023 
Facilitator Elliot Regenstein (Foresight Law + Policy) 
 
Our next call is scheduled for April 11, 2023 at 3:00 PM ET. (Please note, this is a change to our 
regular schedule and will occur on the second Tuesday of April)  
 

What Advocates Can Do Summary 
 
On Appropriations  

• If you connected with staff last week while at NAEYC, advocates are encouraged to connect with 
them directly once the letters begin circulating and ask them to sign on.   

• When reaching out to member offices, share about the implications for children and families, 
what funding has been able to accomplish, and also highlight how many children haven’t been 
served because of an insufficient early education workforce.  Help put into context the ongoing 
work in your state or district.  

• FFYF is hosting a March 15th congressional briefing on the hill for staff to educate them about 
the programs.  Advocates can choose to invite Hill staff to register to join this in-person 
informational session.  

 

On Story Banking 
• Advocates can choose to share this link with providers to record their own testimonial.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Welcome  

• Why we’re here - To connect state advocates with each other and engage with partners at the 
federal level. We are also focused on creating community among state advocates on federal 
issues.  

• What’s on today’s agenda –This month’s agenda included a debrief on the NAEYC event last 
week, a federal overview, an administrative update, a deeper dive into a “hot topic” (this month 
is appropriations), and a “what’s next” discussion (story banking).  We will then close with a high 
note -- something positive that happened in federal advocacy that felt like a win. Moving 
forward, we hope advocates volunteer to share those high notes, whether it’s a new strategy 
that you feel good about or a step forward on a policy win. Please email your high notes to 
mableidinger@earlysuccess.org and/or Elliot.Regenstein@flpadvisors.com, and we’ll reach out! 

• Office Hours – A calendar invitation has been sent for March 21st at 4pm ET.  This will be a short 
30 minute drop in conversation about federal policy, state implementations, etc.  Bring your 
questions as there is no set agenda.   

• Survey results –  
o Approximately 30 participants 

https://ffyf.quorum.us/event/13470/
https://voicesofchildcare.gv-one.com/requests.html?gId=1594&rId=12556
mailto:mableidinger@earlysuccess.org
mailto:Elliot.Regenstein@flpadvisors.com
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o Things you want to get out of SFC: federal policy updates, discussing implications of 
federal actions on state policies, getting federal policy questions answered, and sharing 
state needs with national partners.  

o People were less interested in participating in small breakout groups. 
o How we can better meet your needs: more time for states to share. 
o Policy topics of interest included a huge range: nutrition, housing, family economic 

security, child care, mental health, PDG, tax credits, TANF, early intervention, and more! 
o Specific strategies you wanted to think through and learn about: meeting with Congress 

and staffers, engaging advocates and parents in federal advocacy, story banking paired 
with data, social media, roundtables with candidates, virtual hill days, and polling. 

o Summer DC visit interest form – Per Mandy’s email on Monday, March 6, The Alliance is 
curious to learn about your interest in a DC meeting/event that would include visits with 
you delegation. This is completely optional and the likely dates on offer are June 6 & 7 
and July 19 & 20.  If you have any interest (this is not a commitment right now), please 
complete the form no later than March 15. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NAEYC Debrief  
(Danielle Ewen, Alliance for Early Success) 

• NAEYC held its public policy forum in DC last week, and some Alliance grantees were able to 
attend, hear from Hill staffers, and meet with Congressional delegations. Participants shared 
their experiences with the group.  

• Themes: 
o There are many new staffers on the Hill, and they need basic information about early 

childhood programs and how they impact children and families in their districts and/or 
states. 

o Across the board, regardless of party, staff were very interested in hearing from early 
childhood advocates. 

o Staffers continue to be interested in how the ARPA and other virus relief funds were 
used. 

o The impact of the fiscal cliff needs to be explained with stories and data on the impact 
on children and families. 

o There is interest in understanding how the recent increases in CCDBG will be used. 
o There is still misinformation about the need for child care in some offices. 
o Staff were particularly interested in state and local level impacts of federal funding. 

 
Resources: 

• MA resource: Fair Share/Millionaires Tax 

• NJ resource: Help Wanted: Child Care Staffing Crisis Means Still No Room for Babies 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Federal Overview  
(Reg Leichty, Foresight Law + Policy) 

The President’s FY24 budget request was sent to Congress on Thursday, March 9. There will be 
several agency briefings connected with the request that will bring attention to the 

https://forms.office.com/r/A4PwcdZD8v
https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2023/03/02/maura-healey-budget-millionaires-tax/
https://acnj.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_08_29_HELP-WANTED-Child-Care-Staffing-Crisis-Means-Still-No-Room-for-Babies.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/budget_fy2024.pdf
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administration’s  spending priorities for FY24. The Department of Education hosted its briefing 
on Thursday, March 9 at 3pm ET (archived live stream here and the budget can be found here). 
Here is the HHS budget portion which gives more detail about all the increases and proposals, 
including the new "Affordable Child Care for America" program--page 127. See below in the 
administrative advocacy section for more details. The release of the President’s budget request 
kicks of the budget season with March 24th as the deadline for submitting House appropriations 
requests.  

The Senate HELP Committee is focused on union and other labor issues and will turn to a vaccine cost 
examination later this month.  It will likely tackle education priorities later this spring.  The Education 
Sciences Reform Act that governs research and data collection will be one of the priorities the 
committee wants to begin work on.  The Supreme Court has just heard cases connected to the 
administration’s loan forgiveness plans, making higher ed a big focus of work; that will continue to be on 
the Senate HELP committee’s agenda as it continues discussions of other higher education topics. 
 
The House Education and the Workforce Committee will hold its first votes on education bills this week 
which will include:  

• H.R. 5, the Parents Bill of Rights Act 

• H.R. 734, the Protection of Women and Girls in Sports Act of 2023 
We expect these bills to pass, but do not expect action in the Senate.  
 
The Department of Agriculture is working to support states on continuing universal access to school 
meals.  The USDA is considering lowering the population served requirements for community eligibility 
which would be a great first step.  
 
Resources: 

• House Education and the Workforce markup on the Parents Bill of Rights will be archived here. 

• The USDA published a blog: SNAP Emergency Allotments are Ending  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Hot Topic: Appropriations   
(Sarah Rubinfield, FFYF) 

 
The next few weeks are the most important of the year to reach out to offices as the FY24 
appropriations process is underway.  The House deadline for Members to submit their appropriations 
priorities is March 24th and the Senate deadline is April 13th. This is a critical time to work with offices to 
ensure that members understand early learning and care’s impact in communities so they make it a 
priority in their formal requests.  
 
We expect appropriations/budget season to be messy with the deficit and other topics that Congress 
wants to address.  The work we do now to lay the foundation for prioritizing early learning and care are 
important for getting and growing bipartisan support.  As part of the appropriations season there will be 
several letters circulating in Congress supporting different aspects of early learning and care which we 
would urge members to sign on to.  Once those are circulating, FFYF will have an action alert website set 
up to allow advocates to reach out to their members and urge them to sign on to the letters. We expect 
the following letters to circulate:   

https://mediasite.ed.gov/webcast/Play/f174ef783ec24b9690ec5091ac536c921d
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/budget24/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/fy-2024-budget-in-brief.pdf
https://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/list.aspx?EventTypeID=190
https://edworkforce.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=408871
https://edworkforce.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=408806
https://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/list.aspx?EventTypeID=190
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2023/02/08/snap-emergency-allotments-are-ending
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• House Democratic letter on CCDBG led by Rep. Clark (MA-5) 

• House Republican letter for robust CCDBG funding led by Rep. Owens (UT-4) 

• House Bipartisan letter on preschool development grants calling for an increase just shy of $200 
million led by Reps. Castro (D-TX-20) and Fitzpatrick (R-PA-1)  

• House Democratic letter for Head Start, led by Rep. Jahana Haynes (D-CT-5) 

• House Republican letter for Head Start 

• Senate Democratic letter inclusive of all early learning programs will be led by Senator Casey (D-
PA) 

• It is unclear who might lead a Senate Republican letter 
Also know that there are many new members and staffers on the Hill, including new members of the 
Appropriations Labor HHS Subcommittee.  It is important to ensure these members are hearing about 
the importance of the programs as well as ensuring what the funding means for their state and local 
communities.  The Appropriations Labor HHS Subcommittee membership includes:  

•    Rep. Robert Aderholt (AL) – Chair 
•    Rep. Mike Simpson (ID) 
•    Rep. Andy Harris (MD) 
•    Rep. Chuck Fleischmann (TN) 
•    Rep. John Moolenaar (MI) 
•    Rep. Julia Letlow (LA) 
•    Rep. Andrew Clyde (GA) 
•    Rep. Jake LaTurner (KS) 
•    Rep. Jake Ellzey (TX) 
•    Rep. Juan Ciscomani (AZ) 

 
What Advocates Can Do Now:   

• If you connected with staff last week while at NAEYC, advocates are encouraged to connect with 
them directly once the letters begin circulating and ask them to sign on.   

• When reaching out to member offices, share about the implications for children and families, 
what funding has been able to accomplish, and also highlight how many children haven’t been 
served because of an insufficient early education workforce.  Help put into context the ongoing 
work in your state or district.  

• FFYF is hosting a March 15th congressional briefing on the hill for staff to educate them about 
the programs.  Advocates can choose to invite Hill staff to register to join this in-person 
informational session.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Administrative Update 
(Danielle Ewen, Alliance for Early Success)  
 
The Administration released the President’s FY24 budget request on Thursday, March 9 which includes 
significant increases in funding for CCDBG and Head Start, as well as new child care and preschool 
programs.  The budget proposal is the beginning of a conversation with Congress about FY 24 
investments, and is unlikely to pass. 
 
The Office of Head Start published an information memo on the Head Start FY23 funding increase 
providing guidance on ways that Head Start programs can permanently increase compensation for their 
workforce.  The guidance prominently promotes increases in salaries as well as increases in mental 

https://ffyf.quorum.us/event/13470/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/budget_fy2024.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/fy-2024-budget-in-brief.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/policy/pi/acf-pi-hs-23-02
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health for children and their families.  Some of the strategies from the guidance point to coordination 
with other programs as well.   
 
The Department of Commerce announced a grants competition for companies applying for funding as 
part of the CHIPS Act (building semi-conductors).  Under the grants, recipients would be required to 
support the construction and semiconductor workforces and have to invest in child care with a focus on 
accessibility, affordability, reliability, and quality.  Applicants will be asked to create a plan for 
addressing the child care needs of the workforce, which may include opportunities for funding slots in 
the community, child care scholarships, building new on-site child care facilities, or other strategies that 
increase access to child care. This would be applicable to both the plant workers and the construction 
workers who are building the manufacturing facility as part of ongoing goals to increase access to well 
paying jobs for women and people of color who have previously been less likely to participate in 
construction and semi-conductor jobs.  It links national security with child care availability, which is an 
important opportunity to connect economic success with child care needs.  

 
Resources: 

• Information Memo -- Head Start Policy and Regulations: FY2023 Head Start Funding Increase. 

• CCDBG Policy Review “Key Cross-State Variations in CCDF Policies as of October 1, 2020: The 
CCDF Policies Database Book of Tables”. 

• CHIPS for America Fact Sheet 

• Strategies for Children article about the Community Labor United 2020 pilot in Boston titled 
“Child Care at All Hours”.  

• President’s FY24 budget request. 

• President’s FY24 Budget Request: HHS budget portion. 

• The Department of Education will host its briefing on Thursday, March 9 at 3pm ET (archived live 
stream here).  Find additional USED materials here.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
What’s Next: Story Banking  
(Anne Hedgepeth and Diane Girouard, Child Care Aware of America)  

 

• As we approach deadline for spending relief funding, it is important that Congress knows how 
these funds have helped families and communities become stronger.  Advocates want to plant 
the seed that investments in child care work for communities.  CCAoA’s video testimonials are 
evidence of that and may be helpful for future advocacy. 

• Gather Voices is a tool CCAoA is using to gather 90 second videos (4 quick questions) from 
providers on their program, how they used the funding, what they would do if they had 
additional funding, and what would that mean for their community. They have been able to 
upload videos from 14 states to CCAoA’s YouTube channel and are continuing to collect videos. 
The current deadline is March 10 to submit a video (here), but they will continue collecting them 
over the next couple of months.  

• CCAoA has heard a consistent response from providers of different settings all over the country: 

this funding has been a critical lifeline to strengthen their businesses and support staff in a way 

the sector hasn't experienced before. But there are concerns about whether programs will be 

able to retain staff and remain open when these grants end. That investments in child care 

work, and additional sustained funding is needed. 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/policy/pi/acf-pi-hs-23-02
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/key-cross-state-variations-ccdf-policies-october-1-2020-ccdf-policies-database-book
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/key-cross-state-variations-ccdf-policies-october-1-2020-ccdf-policies-database-book
https://www.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2023/02/28/CHIPS_NOFO-1_Building_Skilled_Diverse_Workforce_Fact_Sheet_0.pdf
https://eyeonearlyeducation.org/2020/10/06/child-care-at-all-hours/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/budget_fy2024.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/fy-2024-budget-in-brief.pdf
https://mediasite.ed.gov/webcast/Play/f174ef783ec24b9690ec5091ac536c921d
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/budget24/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLdPTHOpLEUz7gWn-gWpIUQGvgqE0uEK26
https://voicesofchildcare.gv-one.com/requests.html?gId=1594&rId=12556
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• Child Care Aware is seeking feedback on the follow questions:  
o Are there questions about this narrative? 
o Are you collecting stories from providers in your networks on the relief funding in any 

way?  
o Are you interested in pursuing a video collection approach to gathering stories?  

• If you are interested in the video collection, share the Gather Voices tool and if CCAoA has 
multiple videos from your state, they can compile and create a separate video for you. Or 
borrow this video-based approach if you have a tool that will work. Hearing directly from 
providers is an important tool to help lift this narrative. 

• The messaging that is emerging is to demonstrate that our concerns are less about the grants 
ending and the need for more grants, but that making significant and ongoing investments in 
child care makes great strides for children, staff, and communities.  Hopefully we can leverage 
that messaging to support increases for CCDBG. 

If you have any questions for Anne and Diane, please contact them!   
Anne Hedgepeth (Anne.Hedgepeth@usa.childcareaware.org) and Diane Girouard 
(Diane.Girouard@usa.childcareaware.org).  

 
Discussion: 

• Participants noted that several are hosting listening sessions to discuss story banking, some 
noting that they are looking at capacity to take on a project like this.  Others said that they have 
used survey data from operational grants and have received feedback about the difficulty of 
relying on the grants due to their annual nature.  Another member highlighted that they are 
continuing work in operational grants and continuing to raise rates on the child care subsidy and 
preschool to make core operations more sustainable.   

 
Resources:  

• Child Care Aware of America Stabilization Grant testimonials: 

o Provider testimonial highlight reel 

o Provider testimonial full YouTube playlist, identifiable by state 

What Advocates Can Do:  

• Advocates can choose to share this link with providers to record their own testimonial.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
End on a High Note 
Elizabeth Byrum (NC Child) 
 

• North Carolina’s House & Senate announced an agreement on Medicaid expansion.  It is 
contingent upon the state budget passing (which will likely happen), but the governor is hoping 
to pass the expansion prior to the budget.  

• The News & Observer: Medicaid expansion will be in the NC budget. But that won’t be the only 
thing. 

• NC Child’s statement on Medicaid Expansion deal announced today by NC General Assembly. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Additional Resources 
 

mailto:Anne.Hedgepeth@usa.childcareaware.org
mailto:Diane.Girouard@usa.childcareaware.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2A7vj2jPvk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLdPTHOpLEUz7gWn-gWpIUQGvgqE0uEK26
https://voicesofchildcare.gv-one.com/requests.html?gId=1594&rId=12556
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article272658308.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article272658308.html#storylink=cpy
https://ncchild.org/nc-child-statement-on-medicaid-expansion-deal-announced-today-by-nc-general-assembly/
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Medicaid Unwinding and Enrollment Resources 
• Center for Children and Families paper (and archived webinar) on Medicaid/CHIP Enrollment 

Report  

• AASA’s Unwinding Toolkit for School Districts 

• CLASP’s What You Can Do to Help Kids Stay on Medicaid in 2023 
 

Story Banking Resources 
• Child Care Aware of America Stabilization Grant testimonials: 

o Provider testimonial highlight reel 

o Provider testimonial full YouTube playlist, identifiable by state 

Child Care / CCDBG Resources:  

• CCDBG Policy Review “Key Cross-State Variations in CCDF Policies as of October 1, 2020: The 
CCDF Policies Database Book of Tables” 

• Strategies for Children article about the Community Labor United 2020 pilot in Boston titled 
“Child Care at All Hours” 
 

Head Start Resources:  

• Information Memo -- Head Start Policy and Regulations: FY2023 Head Start Funding Increase 
 
CHIPS for America Resources 

• CHIPS for America Fact Sheet 
 
FY24 President’s Budget Request Resources 

• President’s FY24 budget request 

• President’s FY24 Budget Request: HHS budget portion 
 

https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2023/02/10/medicaid-chip-enrollment-report-release-webinar/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2023/02/10/medicaid-chip-enrollment-report-release-webinar/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_6ZEYofdfheF36adhDEVf8MUQb8D7qUS
https://www.clasp.org/blog/what-you-can-do-to-help-kids-stay-on-medicaid-in-2023/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2A7vj2jPvk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLdPTHOpLEUz7gWn-gWpIUQGvgqE0uEK26
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/key-cross-state-variations-ccdf-policies-october-1-2020-ccdf-policies-database-book
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/key-cross-state-variations-ccdf-policies-october-1-2020-ccdf-policies-database-book
https://eyeonearlyeducation.org/2020/10/06/child-care-at-all-hours/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/policy/pi/acf-pi-hs-23-02
https://www.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2023/02/28/CHIPS_NOFO-1_Building_Skilled_Diverse_Workforce_Fact_Sheet_0.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/budget_fy2024.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/fy-2024-budget-in-brief.pdf

