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MIECHV IN ILLINOIS: IMPACT 

Empower parents, set the course for change.

ΖOOLQRLV�KDV�ORQJ�YDOXHG�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG�KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�SURJUDPV�DV�DQ�H΍HFWLYH�DQG� 
HɝFLHQW�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�H[SHFWDQW�DQG�QHZ�IDPLOLHV�ZKR�DUH�DW 
ULVN�IRU�SRRU�KHDOWK��HGXFDWLRQDO��HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�RXWFRPHV��+LJK�TXDOLW\�KRPH�
visiting programs can improve maternal and child health, reduce the risk of child abuse 
DQG�QHJOHFW��LPSURYH�VHOI�VXɝFLHQF\�DQG�LQFUHDVH�FKLOGUHQȇV�UHDGLQHVV�IRU�VFKRRO�� 

Over the past three decades, Illinois has  
UHȵHFWHG�WKLV�YDOXH�E\�GHYHORSLQJ�D�UREXVW�
VWDWHZLGH�KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�V\VWHP�WKDW�FXWV� 
across agencies and funding streams, reaching 
from the highest levels of government to the 
providers on the ground. Illinois utilized the 
formula and competitive grants it received  
WKURXJK�WKH�0DWHUQDO��ΖQIDQW�DQG�(DUO\�&KLOGKRRG�
+RPH�9LVLWLQJ��0Ζ(&+9��SURJUDP�WR�EXLOG�XSRQ� 
WKLV�IRXQGDWLRQ��7KH�JRDOV�RI�0Ζ(&+9�LQ�ΖOOLQRLV� 
DUH�QRW�RQO\�WR�H[SDQG�DFFHVV�WR�KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�
VHUYLFHV��EXW�DOVR�WR�LGHQWLI\�LQQRYDWLYH� 

VWUDWHJLHV�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI��KRPH� 
visiting services, and to create more connections 
EHWZHHQ�KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�DQG�RWKHU�FRPPXQLW\�
based organizations and services.

'HVSLWH�WKLV�VWURQJ�KLVWRU\�RI�LQYHVWLQJ�LQ� 
KRPH�YLVLWLQJ��FXUUHQW�IXQGLQJ�LV�QRW�VXɝFLHQW� 
to serve all high-risk families in the state, and  
ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH� 
number and degree of risk factors that vulnerable 
IDPLOLHV�DUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ��$V�D�UHVXOW��PDQ\ 
more families are in need of these services. 
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0Ζ(&+9�KDV�SOD\HG�DQ�HVVHQWLDO�UROH�QRW�RQO\�
LQ�H[SDQGLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�SURJUDPV�
LQ�ΖOOLQRLV��EXW�DOVR�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�FRPPXQLW\��DQG�
V\VWHPV�OHYHO�LPSURYHPHQWV�WKDW�ZRXOG�QRW�
otherwise have been possible. Losing this  
IXQGLQJ�QRZ�ZRXOG�QRW�RQO\�UHGXFH�WKH�
number of core home visiting services  
available to vulnerable families, but would  
also stop the important progress in  
V\VWHPV�OHYHO�FKDQJHV�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�
during the course of the grant so far. 

MIECHV funding has enabled the following  

achievements to improve home visiting 

in Illinois: 

INNOVATION LABORATORIES

MIECHV funding enables Illinois to create 

laboratories for testing innovations that can 

be applied more broadly. 

ȏ� ΖQ�HDFK�RI�WKH�0Ζ(&+9�IXQGHG�FRPPXQLW\�
FROODERUDWLRQV�LQ�ΖOOLQRLV��0Ζ(&+9�SURYLGHV�
funding for a dedicated coordinated intake  
VWD΍�PHPEHU�WR�KHOS�HQVXUH�WKDW�IDPLOLHV�DUH�
EHLQJ�HQUROOHG�LQ�WKH�SURJUDP�WKDW�EHVW�ȴWV�
WKHLU�QHHGV��ΖQ�WKHVH�FRPPXQLWLHV��0Ζ(&+9�DOVR�
SURYLGHV�IXQGLQJ�IRU�D�VWD΍�PHPEHU�FRPPLWWHG�
WR�FRRUGLQDWHG�V\VWHPV�GHYHORSPHQW��ΖQ�GRLQJ�
VR��0Ζ(&+9�H[SORUHV�KRZ�FRPPXQLWLHV�FDQ� 
best come together to support vulnerable 
families. These components have been so 
ZHOO�UHFHLYHG�WKDW�ΖOOLQRLV�QRZ�KDV�YROXQWDU\�
0Ζ(&+9�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKDW�UHFHLYH�WHFKQLFDO�
DVVLVWDQFH�IURP�WKH�0Ζ(&+9�VWDWH�WHDP�WR�SODQ�
and implement coordinated intake. 

ȏ� ΖOOLQRLVȇ�0Ζ(&+9�FRPSHWLWLYH�JUDQW�LV�DOORFDWHG�WR�
testing the impacts of innovative, home-grown 
HQKDQFHPHQWV�WR�KRPH�YLVLWLQJ��WKH�FRPPXQLW\�
doula model, which helps parents build strong 

bonds with their babies before the child is 
ERUQ��DQG�WKH�)XVV\�%DE\�DSSURDFK��ZKLFK�
provides support for families who have concerns 
DERXW�WKHLU�EDE\ȇV�FU\LQJ��VOHHSLQJ��IHHGLQJ��
RU�WHPSHUDPHQW�GXULQJ�WKH�ȴUVW�\HDU�RI�OLIH��
6KRZLQJ�WKH�EHQHȴFLDO�LPSDFWV�RI�WKHVH�VHUYLFHV�
ZLOO�EXLOG�D�FDVH�IRU�H[SDQGLQJ�WKHP�WR�PRUH�
programs across the state. 

SYSTEMS-LEVEL COLLABORATION 

MIECHV brings together all of the public and 

private home visiting funders to provide strategic 

guidance for the statewide home visiting system. 

ȏ� 7KH�+RPH�9LVLWLQJ�7DVN�)RUFH��+97)���D�VWDQGLQJ�
FRPPLWWHH�RI�WKH�ΖOOLQRLV�(DUO\�/HDUQLQJ�&RXQFLO� 
LV�DOVR�WKH�VWUDWHJLF�DGYLVRU\�ERG\�IRU�WKH 
0Ζ(&+9�JUDQW��7KH�+97)�LV�D�GLYHUVH��
FROODERUDWLYH�JURXS�RI�QHDUO\�����PHPEHUV�
drawn from federal, state and local governments; 
academia; representatives from national home 
visiting models; service providers; advocates; 
SDUHQWV��DQG�RWKHUV��7KH�+97)�ZRUNV�FORVHO\�
ZLWK�WKH�0Ζ(&+9�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�WHDP�WR�HQVXUH�
WKDW�0Ζ(&+9�IXQGLQJ�LV�XVHG�DV�HɝFLHQWO\�DQG�
H΍HFWLYHO\�DV�SRVVLEOH�DQG�LV�PHHWLQJ�WKH�QHHGV�
of the most at-risk families. 

ȏ� 0Ζ(&+9�JUDQW�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�KDV�EURXJKW�WKH�
public funders of home visiting together to work 
FROODERUDWLYHO\�RQ�DUWLFXODWLQJ�WKH�VWDWHZLGH�
vision for home visiting, reviewing and utilizing 
GDWD�IRU�FRQWLQXRXV�TXDOLW\�LPSURYHPHQW��
aligning professional development, and 
establishing common data elements and 
outcomes across all programs. These important 
XQLȴFDWLRQ�H΍RUWV�DW�WKH�VWDWH�OHYHO�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH�
RXU�DELOLW\�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�VWDWHZLGH�KRPH�
visiting outcomes. 

ȏ� ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�0Ζ(&+9�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�WHDP�
is working to streamline connections between 
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KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�DQG�RWKHU�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�V\VWHPV��
including Title V maternal and child health 
programs and child welfare. Home visiting was 
SUHYLRXVO\�VRPHZKDW�VLORHG�LQ�ΖOOLQRLV��DQG�
WKH�0Ζ(&+9�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�WHDP�LV�ZRUNLQJ�
to assure that home visiting is part of an 
established continuum of services that lead  
WR�FKLOGUHQ�EHLQJ�VDIH��KHDOWK\��DQG�UHDG\�DQG�
eager to learn. 

CONTINUOUS QUALITY IMPROVEMENT (CQI)

The MIECHV implementation team uses data 

FROOHFWHG�IURP�WKH�ȴHOG�WR�FUHDWH�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�
SROLFLHV�WKDW�ZLOO�LPSURYH�WKH�TXDOLW\�DQG�H΍HFWLYH-

ness of home visiting services. 

ȏ� 0Ζ(&+9�IXQGHG�SURJUDPV�KDYH�SURGXFHG�
EDVHOLQH�GDWD�VKRZLQJ�WKDW�0Ζ(&+9�LV�FDSWXULQJ�
the target population (low-income families, 
teen parents, parents with low educational 
DWWDLQPHQW��HWF���DQG�LV�HQUROOLQJ�����RI�PRWKHUV�
SUHQDWDOO\��ΖQ�WHUPV�RI�EHQFKPDUNV��SUHOLPLQDU\�
data provides evidence suggesting favorable 
outcomes in reduced child abuse and neglect, 
child injuries needing medical attention, 
HPHUJHQF\�URRP�YLVLWV��DQG�SUHQDWDO�XVH�RI�
tobacco, alcohol and drugs. This data will be used 
as baseline data to provide a comparison for the 
QH[W�\HDU�RI�GDWD�DQG�WR�GULYH�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ�
WKH�V\VWHP��

ȏ� 7KH�0Ζ(&+9�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�WHDP�LV�OHDGLQJ�
D�VWDWHZLGH�&4Ζ�WHDP�WR�H[DPLQH�GDWD�DFURVV�
home visiting programs (regardless of funding 
VRXUFH��DQG�WR�XVH�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�LPSURYH�
practices and outcomes across the state.

ȏ� +RPH�YLVLWRUV�LGHQWLȴHG�D�QHHG�IRU�LQFUHDVHG�
mental health consultation to respond to the  
ULVN�IDFWRUV�WKH\�ZHUH�VHHLQJ�LQ�WKH�IDPLOLHV� 
WKH\�VHUYH��0Ζ(&+9�SURYLGHG�IXQGLQJ�WR�
implement an enhanced mental health 
consultation model for home visitors to all 
of the pilot communities. This consultation has 
been so well-received that it is now in demand 
IRU�HYHU\�KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�SURJUDP�LQ�WKH�VWDWH��

IMPACT ON FAMILIES

MIECHV home visiting has positively impacted 

the lives of thousands of families across the state. 

7KH�IROORZLQJ�LV�IURP�D�SDUWLFLSDQW�LQ�D�0Ζ(&+9�
home visiting program:  
 
 
“The most important thing I have learned…
KDV�EHHQ�WR�YDOXH�WKH�WLPH�WKDW�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�
deserve, because it is best to start with the 
ULJKW�IRRW�VLQFH�WKH�WLPH�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�ERUQ��
'R�QRW�OHW�DQ\�RSSRUWXQLW\�SDVVȐDQG�DOZD\V�
GHPRQVWUDWH�WR�WKHP�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�P\�
support. I have also learned to understand 
their feelings and what we should do to make  
a wise decision. Something that …I have 
OHDUQHG�LV�WKDW�>LWVȇ@�QHYHU�WRR�ODWH�WR�VWDUW� 
all over again.” 

Many more stories are available in the attached 

testimonials and in video form via the following 

link: http://www.kanehomevisits.org/stories.htm 
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MIECHV IN ILLINOIS: OVERVIEW
FUNDING AMOUNTS
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7KH�))<������UHDSSOLFDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�VXEPLWWHG�WR�+56$�DQG�LV�SHQGLQJ� 


(VWLPDWHG�DPRXQW���WKHUH�PD\�EH�DGGLWLRQDO�VHTXHVWUDWLRQ�RI������� 



)HGHUDO�JXLGDQFH�IRU�))<������LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�-XO\������

FEDERAL MIECHV BENCHMARKS:

���� ΖPSURYHG�PDWHUQDO�DQG�QHZERUQ�KHDOWK

���� 5HGXFHG�LQFLGHQFH�RI�FKLOG�PDOWUHDWPHQW�� 
� FKLOG�LQMXULHV�DQG�(5�YLVLWV

3.  Increased school readiness and achievement

���� 5HGXFHG�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�RU�FULPH

���� ΖPSURYHG�IDPLO\�HFRQRPLF�VHOI�VXɝFLHQF\

��� ΖPSURYHG�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�DQG�UHIHUUDOV�IRU�RWKHU��
� FRPPXQLW\�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�VXSSRUWV

GOALS OF MIECHV IN ILLINOIS: 

���� ([SDQG�RU�HQKDQFH�RQH�RU�PRUH� 
 federally-recognized evidence-based home  

 visiting models;

���� (QVXUH�WKDW�KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�LV�H΍HFWLYHO\� 
 connected�WR�FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
 and services;

���� (VWDEOLVK�D�V\VWHP�RI�universal screening and  
 coordinated intake in target areas; and

4.  Enhance or establish an early childhood  

 collaborative in target areas

ILLINOIS MIECHV FORMULA GRANT OVERVIEW

ȏ� 7KH�VL[�0Ζ(&+9�IXQGHG�FRPPXQLW\�FROODERUDWLRQV��
� DUH��6RXWKVLGH�&OXVWHU��(QJOHZRRG��:HVW� �
� (QJOHZRRG�*UHDWHU�*UDQG�&URVVLQJ�LQ�&KLFDJR����
� &LFHUR��(OJLQ��5RFNIRUG��0DFRQ�&RXQW\�� 
� 9HUPLOLRQ�&RXQW\�

• Funding for each of these collaborations includes:  
� KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�SURJUDPV��DGGLWLRQDO�+9�VORWV�� 
� FRRUGLQDWHG�LQWDNH��&Ζ��ZRUNHU�V���DQG�D 
� FRPPXQLW\�V\VWHPV�GHYHORSPHQW��&6'��ZRUNHU�

� Ȃ� &RRUGLQDWHG�LQWDNH�VHUYHV�DV�D�KXE�IRU�KRPH��
� � YLVLWLQJ�LQ�HDFK�FRPPXQLW\��IDPLOLHV�FRPSOHWH 
  an assessment tool.

� Ȃ� &6'V�HQJDJH�QHZ�UHIHUUDO�SDUWQHUV��HVWDEOLVK��
� � 0HPRUDQGD�RI�8QGHUVWDQGLQJ��028V�V��DQG��
  develop/strengthen local collaborations
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•  Funding also supports benchmark evaluation,  
professional development, infant mental health 
consultation, linkages to medical homes,  
“mobile” DVD project, “iGrow” public awareness 
FDPSDLJQ��DQG�V\VWHPV�EXLOGLQJ�

ȏ� �0F/HDQ��2DN�3DUN�5LYHU�)RUHVW��3HRULD�7D]HZHOO���
DQG�6WHSKHQVRQ�&RXQWLHV�DUH�QRZ�SLORWLQJ 
or planning coordinated intake. Evanston 
DQG�6\FDPRUH�KDYH�DOVR�LQGLFDWHG�LQWHUHVW�LQ 
a coordinated intake pilot. 

7KH�VL[�0Ζ(&+9�IXQGHG�FRPPXQLW\�

FROODERUDWLRQV�DUH��6RXWKVLGH�&OXVWHU�

�(QJOHZRRG��:HVW�(QJOHZRRG�*UHDWHU� 

*UDQG�&URVVLQJ�LQ�&KLFDJR����&LFHUR� 

(OJLQ��5RFNIRUG��0DFRQ�&RXQW\�� 

9HUPLOLRQ�&RXQW\� 

ILLINOIS MIECHV COMPETITIVE GRANT OVERVIEW

ȏ� �'RXOD�UDQGRPL]HG�FRQWURO�WULDO��&KDSLQ�+DOO�DW��
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&KLFDJR���$XURUD��5RVHODQG��3LOVHQ��
DQG�5RFNIRUG�

ȏ� 'RXOD�H[SDQVLRQ��2XQFH�RI�3UHYHQWLRQ�)XQG�����
� 'DQYLOOH��5RFN�ΖVODQG��*DUȴHOG�3DUN�DQG�:DXNHJDQ

ȏ� �)XVV\�%DE\�1HWZRUN�(QKDQFHPHQW�7UDLQLQJ 
�(ULNVRQ�ΖQVWLWXWH���3LORW�VLWHV�DUH�-ROLHW�DQG��  
+HDOWK\�)DPLOLHV�$PHULFD�LQ�&KLFDJR��:DYH���VLWHV� 
DUH�0HWURSROLWDQ�)DPLO\�6HUYLFHV��&KLFDJR���
)DPLO\�)RFXV�(QJOHZRRG��&KLOGUHQȇV�+RPH���$LG�
�%ORRPLQJWRQ���&KLOGUHQȇV�+RPH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
�3HRULD���DQG�0DFRQ�&RXQW\�+HDOWK�'HSDUWPHQW�
�'HFDWXU���:DYH���VLWHV�DUH��'X3DJH�&RXQW\�+HDOWK�
'HSDUWPHQW��:KHDWRQ���(ULH�)DPLO\�+HDOWK�&HQWHU�
�&KLFDJR���6KHOWHU��ΖQF���$UOLQJWRQ�+HLJKWV���DQG�
7HHQ�3DUHQW�&RQQHFWLRQ��*OHQ�(OO\Q���6LQQLVVLSSL�
&HQWHUV��6WHUOLQJ��ZDV�FRQWUDFWHG�DV�D�QRQ�WUDLQLQJ�
comparison site. 


