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LOOKING FORWARD: 
A CHANGING AMERICA & THE CONTEXT 
FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD ADVOCACY
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SHIFTING DEMOGRAPHICS
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WHO WE ARE TODAY

IMMIGRATION AS A (NON-) FACTOR
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About a fourth of all 
American children 
have at least one 
immigrant parent

About 11 million 
undocumented 
immigrants—about a 
fourth of all 
immigrants—with 
nearly two-thirds
having lived in the 
U.S. for more than a 
decade

LEGACY OF CHANGE

LEGACY OF CHANGE
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SHIFTING DEMOGRAPHICS
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SHIFTING DEMOGRAPHICS
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SHIFTING DEMOGRAPHICS



11/15/2017

6



11/15/2017

7



11/15/2017

8



11/15/2017

9

ANOTHER GEOGRAPHY OF DEMOGRAPHY
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ANOTHER GEOGRAPHY OF DEMOGRAPHY

ANOTHER GEOGRAPHY OF DEMOGRAPHY
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ANOTHER GEOGRAPHY OF DEMOGRAPHY
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U.STHE NEW “GENERATION GAP”

A FINAL DIMENSION OF GEOGRAPHY
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A FINAL DIMENSION OF DEMOGRAPHY
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AN UNCERTAIN ECONOMY

Source: IPUMS

AN UNCERTAIN ECONOMY
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GROWING SOCIAL DISTANCE

GROWING SOCIAL DISTANCE
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Kids of color concentrated 
in high-poverty schools

(U.S. as a whole)

GROWING SOCIAL DISTANCE

 We increasingly live in 
“landslide counties”
where our neighbors 
share our politics and 
perspectives

 We increasingly get 
our information not 
from broadcast news 
but from narrowcast 
social media

HOW DO WE GET PUT BACK TOGETHER?
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HOW DO WE GET PUT BACK TOGETHER?

 We wind unable to 
cooperate, collaborate 
and compromise
because we don’t 
agree on what is real, 
what is needed, and 
what we have in 
common

HOW DO WE GET PUT BACK TOGETHER?

Equity is fundamental for 
achieving economic 
prosperity.

Knowing together creates 
a higher possibility of 
growing together.

Conflict is an important 
part – and not antithetical 
– to collaboration.
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HOW DO WE GET PUT BACK TOGETHER?

New economic thinking: this 
level of inequality damages
economic growth

Using model from IMF, we 
look at what predicts length of 
employment growth for 200 
metros, 1980-2010 –
inequality & social distance 
are key dragging factors on 
sustained growth.

PLANNING THE EPISTEMIC COMMUNITY
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ELITE-LED REGIONAL STEWARDSHIP

STRUGGLE AND THE CITY
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COLLABORATION AND THE NEW ECONOMY

NOW MORE THAN EVER
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HOW DO YOU GET THERE?

• Make equity central: 
baked-in, not added on

HOW DO YOU GET THERE?

• Make equity central: 
baked-in, not added on

• Work across issue areas 
and forge connections

“Martin Luther King famously proclaimed ‘I 
have a dream,” not “I have an issue.”

-Van Jones (2007)



11/15/2017

21

HOW DO YOU GET THERE?

• Make equity central: 
baked-in, not added on

• Work across issue areas 
and forge connections

• Insist on tracking disparity 
and opportunity

HOW DO YOU GET THERE?

• Make equity central: 
baked-in, not added on

• Work across issue areas 
and forge connections

• Insist on tracking disparity 
and opportunity

• Offer a new narrative and 
strategy for the long-haul
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FOR MORE . . .

@Prof_MPastor


