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As the Alabama Experience gets closer, Alliance staff are preparing by
reflecting on our own equity journeys—and we’re sharing a few of the
moments and materials that have helped us think and feel in new ways. Be
on the lookout for more shares in the coming weeks. We hope “This has
shaped my journey” will spark your thinking as you prepare for our time
together in Montgomery.

This has shaped my journey.

Recently, I stumbled upon an article in the Atlantic that made
me think about my upcoming trip to Montgomery, Alabama.
It's about a Black woman named Ko Bragg, who traces her
family history in Mississippi and learns more about the racial
violence that drove her ancestors out of the South—and the
impact of that decision on her upbringing. The event she
uncovered happened in 1888, way before she was born. And
yet, it struck me how the uprooting of her ancestors didn't
impact just them, but their descendants.

Because her grandmother was insistent that her family stay
away from the South, Bragg never knew her Mississippi
family and its elders, and she felt disconnected from her
roots—even her identity.



https://u29203323.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.apJbJnn963hLrIicLIG91JC5hzap-2F85mb0dyFgSOPFQmX09AUMIron7ouMjxN2SraZGBn-2BCCWiJFq3gNQuCWW63gVzwPNoRDhUhiQZ2lnzog1NMZ1nH02hShXpl36u4-2ByUo1gWmkx61SOJwjfmRSj9PHkbNWHink7TVwLBruatmOXevgzcFpB4NaTOARXGLmeaoHU3teC394D-2FYwf8udAnRpfV7G3cqEwc-2BzmR2Cm4HYEI5t2ua59-2Bph6MwUhjzMj-2Beo4AEz7pgqnonodJhJwNB4oElPjnhzBQROJmb4FIRR-2FUmsTcTSoUs7V1uZuQjSD1I9GnwTMnIHGzLVfIlGOc7yxMzUsGhlBZEwD2x7ZeU-3Dce5m_rXUEraL-2Bxj8oIHKMY8S0h9yyJLbp8FRdOFfPWkzOjaVZtDdMNRcFHEWyLJCqDhznwZ5-2Bo2Atr68csntssa7C3FsV0sYkytg-2BNESpYeppuHe6sbeQ8sAELfE1012i-2FejD2LoTcUq9xJKSQ6eo1O05LLWu6wTysc-2BaL51clCQZMzPubhv-2Bv6xv6TQMr8W44hxyIITg1vHVdww85FZQa-2BSBSjQaUNmpCe-2Bcap5LwhiPHrBT-2FGN5CKFn7C5epiMcxn6-2Ba7W-2FzyYmluLzNR1ihtCVH1vbeOs90tZ19ViPTQQR4JLrkbmJdM9Gd6tBVF0yXuFd
https://u29203323.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.apJbJnn963hLrIicLIG91JC5hzap-2F85mb0dyFgSOPFQmX09AUMIron7ouMjxN2SraZGBn-2BCCWiJFq3gNQuCWW63gVzwPNoRDhUhiQZ2lnzog1NMZ1nH02hShXpl36u4-2ByUo1gWmkx61SOJwjfmRSj9PHkbNWHink7TVwLBruatmOXevgzcFpB4NaTOARXGLmeaoHU3teC394D-2FYwf8udAnRpfV7G3cqEwc-2BzmR2Cm4HYEI5t2ua59-2Bph6MwUhjzMj-2Beo4AEz7pgqnonodJhJwNB4oElPjnhzBQROJmb4FIRR-2FUmsTcTSoUs7V1uZuQjSD1I9GnwTMnIHGzLVfIlGOc7yxMzUsGhlBZEwD2x7ZeU-3D-vLX_rXUEraL-2Bxj8oIHKMY8S0h9yyJLbp8FRdOFfPWkzOjaVZtDdMNRcFHEWyLJCqDhznwZ5-2Bo2Atr68csntssa7C3FsV0sYkytg-2BNESpYeppuHe6sbeQ8sAELfE1012i-2FejD2LoTcUq9xJKSQ6eo1O05LLWu6wTysc-2BaL51clCQZMzMWwO-2BiSed9-2BCLj9dlESsxTY2zYHzqsWdVjqGzqGlT2RpbcESETLV10cXDBRaKxjH1riZyVxkVoXW11tnIakYJsMfWYFZhmJXX0Y2r3S0dpWmbLA6FR-2BPnOvTot65CWhBcb7ee7yuWIZWgN4X0sRaeh
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THE LYNCHING THAT
SENT MY FAMILY NORTH

How we rediscovered the tragedy in Mississippi that ushered us
into the Great Migration

By Ko Bragg
Photographs by Olivia Joan Galli

Sometimes, when some of us hear about atrocities in our
country’s distant past, it's easy to take it in as a piece of
history, feel sad or even a sense of outrage, and move on—
especially for those of us whose ancestors were not the
victims of oppression and violence. Or, we think it has
nothing to do with me or my family. "We weren’t alive then,"
or, "These things didn’t happen where I grew up."

As an immigrant who moved to the U.S. in the 1980s, it
would be easy for me to believe that none of Bragg’s story
has anything to do with me. But that’s a myopic view. This
article reminds me that the legacy of racial violence runs
deep and affects many people around me to this day, even if
they weren't alive to directly experience it themselves.

And no matter if my family was around 50, 100, or 200 years
ago or not, as an immigrant and as a person of color, I am all
too aware that the forces of racism and xenophobia that hang
over people like me are cut from the same cloth as the racial
violence that Bragg recounts in the article. And by the same
token, my family and I are also the beneficiaries of the
victories and progress that civil rights leaders have won since
the founding of this country.

There’s something beautiful about an immigrant seeing
himself in the history of his adopted country that ostensibly
he was not part of.


https://u29203323.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.apJbJnn963hLrIicLIG91JC5hzap-2F85mb0dyFgSOPFQmX09AUMIron7ouMjxN2SraZGBn-2BCCWiJFq3gNQuCWW63gVzwPNoRDhUhiQZ2lnzog1NMZ1nH02hShXpl36u4-2ByUo1gWmkx61SOJwjfmRSj9PHkbNWHink7TVwLBruatmOXevgzcFpB4NaTOARXGLmeaoHU3teC394D-2FYwf8udAnRpfV7G3cqEwc-2BzmR2Cm4HYEI5t2ua59-2Bph6MwUhjzMj-2Beo4AEz7pgqnonodJhJwNB4oElPjnhzBQROJmb4FIRR-2FUmsTcTSoUs7V1uZuQjSD1I9GnwTMnIHGzLVfIlGOc7yxMzUsGhlBZEwD2x7ZeU-3D-vLX_rXUEraL-2Bxj8oIHKMY8S0h9yyJLbp8FRdOFfPWkzOjaVZtDdMNRcFHEWyLJCqDhznwZ5-2Bo2Atr68csntssa7C3FsV0sYkytg-2BNESpYeppuHe6sbeQ8sAELfE1012i-2FejD2LoTcUq9xJKSQ6eo1O05LLWu6wTysc-2BaL51clCQZMzMWwO-2BiSed9-2BCLj9dlESsxTY2zYHzqsWdVjqGzqGlT2RpbcESETLV10cXDBRaKxjH1riZyVxkVoXW11tnIakYJsMfWYFZhmJXX0Y2r3S0dpWmbLA6FR-2BPnOvTot65CWhBcb7ee7yuWIZWgN4X0sRaeh

One of my favorite quotes is from a letter that James Baldwin
wrote to Angela Davis: “If they take you in the morning, they
will be coming for us that night.” This sense of solidarity has
always motivated the work that I choose to do, although it
sometimes falls into the background more than I'd like.

I look forward to having it renewed and rejuvenated in
Montgomery.

Albert
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