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This has shaped my journey.

August 8, 2024 at 5:00 PM

sliles@earlysuccess.org

As the Alabama Experience gets closer, Alliance staff are preparing by
reflecting on our own equity journeys — and we’re sharing a few of the
moments and materials that have helped us think and feel in new ways. Be
on the lookout for more shares in the coming weeks. We hope “This has
shaped my journey” will spark your thinking as you prepare for our time
together in Montgomery.

This has shaped my journey.

Thanks to a recommendation from Alliance allies Voices for
Alabama’s Children, I signed up a few months ago for the Equal
Justice Initiative’s “On This Day - A History of Racial Justice”
emails. They send one email every day, sharing something that
happened on that date in racial (in)justice history. EJI does an
excellent job of showing how the historical events are examples of
structural racial injustice—intentional, often tacitly or explicitly
endorsed by the power structure, and sustained over time—rather
than random incidents.

The emails are hard to read. They often detail violence against
Black men, women and sometimes children. It's so much more
comfortable to look away, and as a white woman living with many
layers of privilege, the world has been built to enable me to look
away—and honestly, sometimes I choose to. For me, these emails
are a daily reminder that though the tactics used to intentionally
create over- and under-privilege and divide us may have shifted
somewhat, history is not yet past.

Onthisday — May 20,1961

White Mob Attacks Freedom

20 Riders in Montgomery,
M Av Alabama

Share this Injustice
Help confront our history to overcome
racial inequality.
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I'm preparing myself to be as fully present as I can be during my
precious time in Montgomery in September—to sit with my
discomfort and to avoid the temptation to look away.

Mandy

PS - One of the pivotal historical events we’ll have a chance to
unpack in Montgomery is the Freedom Riders and their protest of
continued enforced segregation on interstate transportation in the
south, even after it was made illegal nationwide. If you want a
sample of the EJI “On This Day” emails, check out May 20th and
May 21st to learn about the Freedom Riders and the violent
resistance they encountered during their peaceful protest.
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