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"Your call is to tell the truth,” artist and activist Michelle Browder
implored the crowd. “If we're going to save lives, save children and
educate the children, we have work to do."

Transformative week in Alabama — in Montgomery and Selma, cradles
of the U.S. Civil Rights Movement. Kudos to the Alliance for Early
Success for hosting this multi-day immersive experience at Bryan
Stevenson's Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) and other museums. EJI's
three sites — the Legacy Museum, The National Memorial for Peace
and Justice, and Freedom Monument Sculpture Park — are eye-
opening and profoundly moving. | wish everyone in the country could
visit. | wish lawmakers and judges were required to do so.

And so many of the week’s other experiences are searing —

"One day your ancestors will speak to you,” Chief Michelle Gilmore told
us in her history of the Creeks. Gilmore is Tribal Chief of the
Southeastern Mvskoke Nation.

Stephen Browder's walking and bus tour of Montgomery included a
bone-chilling march re-enactment in the sacred footsteps of
thousands of kidnapped and enslaved men and women from the
railroad station and docks of the Alabama River up Commerce Street
toward the Slave Depots where they would be incarcerated until they
were auctioned in the downtown Slave Market.

The Rosa Parks Museum, the Freedom Rides Museum in the old
Greyhound Bus Station, and Dr. King's home ( ... when he was a 26-
year-old new Father, receiving death threats ... ) were inspiring.

All of us loved our evening at Michelle Browder's place — part gallery,
park juke joint — featuring Michelle's 15-foot statues honoring the
“"Mothers of Gynecology,” Anarcha, Lucy and Betsey. The story behind
this is horrific — and Michelle, through her art, flips the narrative into a
story of empowerment. Amazing and beautiful work.

And, finally, our pilgrimage to Selma, with a solemn walk across the
notorious bridge of Bloody Sunday, March 7, 1965, is something I'll
never forget.

... History — our shared history — has so much to teach us about the
bad, ugly and good of how we treat one another as human beings. But,
the teaching of history has its enemies.

Embracing history, though, allows each of us to reconcile our past with
our present to more effectively shape a new, more just future together.

| am deeply grateful to have spent this past week learning from so
many people about our country — and about myself. And | believe
more strongly than ever that a truly great nation benefits from
knowing, acknowledging and learning from its full history. America, we
have work to do.

#earlysuccess
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