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2025 Progress Across 50 States and DC: 
State Policy Wins in Direct Income Supports 
 
 
Baby Bonds for TANF Recipients 
 
Rhode Island 
In 2025, the General Assembly authorized the State Treasurer to create a baby bond program 
for infants born to parents par@cipa@ng in the RI Works/TANF cash assistance program. The 
baby bond program was not funded in the state budget but would be funded as the Treasurer's 
office is able to secure resources. The condi@ons for the funding were outlined in state law. 
Babies who have funds deposited into the account (projected at $3,000) to be invested and 
managed by the RI General Treasurer can claim their funds when they are 18-35 in a one-@me 
payment, but only if they have been living in RI for the previous two years before the claim. 
Funds withdrawn may be used for four purposes: 1) Con@nuing educa@on at an ins@tu@on of 
higher learning, trade school, voca@onal school, or professional appren@ceship program in 
Rhode Island, 2) Purchasing a home in Rhode Island, 3) Crea@ng/opening a business with its 
principal place of business in Rhode Island, 4) Any investment in financial assets or personal 
capital that provides long-term gains to wages and wealth. 
Target popula@on: Once this program is funded and launched, some young adults ages 18-30 
would be able to receive a one-@me cash payment. 
State funding: No change in state funding related to this win 
Quan@fy: This program is not funded but was authorized to be implemented by the Treasurer if 
he can secure private/philanthropic funds. They are es@ma@ng 150 babies are born each year to 
families receiving TANF and the cost would be $450,000 per year.  
Link    
 
 
Increased Minimum Wage 
 
Rhode Island  
Enacted legisla@on increased the state minimum wage from the current $15/hour to $16/hour 
star@ng January 2026, and $17/hour star@ng in January 2027. 
Target popula@on: Low-wage workers, about 33% of whom are parents 
State funding: No change in state funding related to this win 
Quan@fy: This will benefit approximately 18,000 children under age six in Rhode Island. Na@onal 
es@mates indicate that about 33% of low-wage workers are parents. In Rhode Island, 74% of 
children under age six have both parents in the workforce. 
Link 

https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/PublicLaws/law25/law25399.htm
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/SenateText25/S0125A.pdf
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/PublicLaws/law25/law25399.htm
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/SenateText25/S0125A.pdf
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Cash for Moms and Babies 
 
Michigan 
The RxKids cash prescrip@on program was expanded. The program was fully funded with $20 
million in TANF funding con@nued in the current fiscal year and an addi@onal $250 million in 
general fund dollars commiced for the next three fiscal years to expand to addi@onal 
communi@es. RxKids is a public-private partnership where state dollars and alloca@on of federal 
TANF dollars are matched with local and philanthropic investments. 
Target popula@on: Rx Kids provides direct cash prescrip@ons—$1,500 during pregnancy and 
$500 per month for babies’ first 6 or 12 months (length of benefit depends on 
local/philanthropic commitment)—to all moms and babies who reside in specific high need 
communi@es. The universal and hassle-free process has resulted in nearly 100% par@cipa@on 
rates with families also increasing u@liza@on of other early childhood services and supports they 
may be eligible to receive. 
State funding: Rela@vely large increase of state funding 
Quan@fy: Since its launch, Rx Kids has partnered with dozens of funders to deliver over $20 
million in cash to more than 4,400 families across 20 Michigan communi@es, improving birth 
outcomes and healthcare u@liza@on, reducing financial stress, strengthening local economies, 
and improving civic engagement and voter turnout. 
Link 
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This analysis of the year in early childhood state policy advocacy relies on data from a survey of early childhood policy advocates in all 50 states 
and the District of Columbia, conducted May 2025 through December 2025. The survey asked them for highlights from the year, so the results are 
representa@ve and not comprehensive. Policy "wins" include legisla@on, funding increases, execu@ve ac@ons, and regulatory changes.   
 
The survey was developed and executed by Dr. Lisa Kerber of Frontera Strategy. Frontera supports advocacy efforts na@onwide by providing 
qualita@ve and quan@ta@ve research services, including needs assessments and environmental scans, program and policy evalua@on, sta@s@cal 
analyses, and survey research for associa@ons, founda@ons, and nonprofit service organiza@ons ac@ve in state capitols.  
 
Jason Sabo    Lisa Kerber, PhD 
sabo@fronterastrategy.com  kerber@fronterastrategy.com 
 
(c) 2026 Alliance for Early Success 
 
Suggested Cita@on: Alliance for Early Success, 50-State Early Childhood Policy Progress and Landscape Report, 2025. 

 

https://www.rilegislature.gov/pressrelease/_layouts/RIL.PressRelease.ListStructure/Forms/DisplayForm.aspx?List=c8baae31%2D3c10%2D431c%2D8dcd%2D9dbbe21ce3e9&ID=375677&Web=2bab1515%2D0dcc%2D4176%2Da2f8%2D8d4beebdf488
https://wpri.com/news/politics/ri-lawmakers-approve-minimum-wage-increase/#//
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Bills/Bill?ObjectName=2025-HB-4706
https://rxkids.org/rx-kids-expands-gladwin-and-roscommon-counties/
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