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This analysis of the year in early childhood state policy advocacy relies on data from a survey of early childhood policy advocates in all 50 states 
and the District of Columbia, conducted May 2025 through December 2025. The survey asked them for highlights from the year, so the results are 
representa@ve and not comprehensive. Policy "wins" include legisla@on, funding increases, execu@ve ac@ons, and regulatory changes.   
 
The survey was developed and executed by Dr. Lisa Kerber of Frontera Strategy. Frontera supports advocacy efforts na@onwide by providing 
qualita@ve and quan@ta@ve research services, including needs assessments and environmental scans, program and policy evalua@on, sta@s@cal 
analyses, and survey research for associa@ons, founda@ons, and nonprofit service organiza@ons ac@ve in state capitols.  
 
Jason Sabo    Lisa Kerber, PhD 
sabo@fronterastrategy.com  kerber@fronterastrategy.com 
 
(c) 2026 Alliance for Early Success 
 
Suggested Cita@on: Alliance for Early Success, 50-State Early Childhood Policy Progress and Landscape Report, 2025. 
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Eligibility for TANF 
 
Connec6cut  
Sec8on 342 of the budget bill changed TANF eligibility rules to exclude certain types of income. 
It will prevent TANF recipients from losing their benefits if they par8cipate in a universal basic 
income pilot (funded by private philanthropy) or if a household member par8cipates in a job 
training program that provides a s8pend. 
Target popula8on: This change will benefit people par8cipa8ng in a universal basic income pilot 
and TANF recipients who enroll in a job training program that provides a s8pend. 
State funding: No change in state funding related to this win 
Quan8fy: This will impact fewer than 500 people. 
 
Coordinated Eligibility and Applica6on for Federal Benefits 
 
Oklahoma 
HB1575 Coordinated Eligibility and Applica8on directs the Oklahoma Department of Human 
Services and the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to conduct a feasibility study on the poten8al 
establishment of a unified and streamlined eligibility and enrollment system for public 
assistance programs administered by the state that would promote efficiency, accessibility, and 
coordina8on of services across programs including, but not limited to: (1) The Supplemental 
Nutri8on Assistance Program (SNAP); (2) The Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
program; (3) Child care subsidies; (4) The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP); (5) The state Medicaid program; and (6) The Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
program.  
Target popula8on: Families accessing safety net programs 
State funding: Rela8vely small increase of state funding 
Quan8fy: Under HB1575, Oklahoma Human Services (OHS), in partnership with the Oklahoma 
Health Care Authority and the State Department of Health, will conduct a feasibility study to 
explore the costs and op8ons for crea8ng a unified enrollment applica8on system. This study 
will gather informa8on from poten8al vendors and es8mate the costs of developing and 
maintaining such a system. Once completed, OHS will submit a report to state leadership, 
providing the data needed to consider implementa8on in a future legisla8ve session. A unified 
system could help eliminate unnecessary bureaucracy, making it easier, faster, and less stressful 
for families to access the supports they need.  
Link  
 
Baby Bonds for TANF Recipients 
 
Rhode Island 
In 2025, the General Assembly authorized the State Treasurer to create a baby bond program 
for infants born to parents par8cipa8ng in the RI Works/TANF cash assistance program. The 
baby bond program was not funded in the state budget but would be funded as the Treasurer's 
office is able to secure resources. The condi8ons for the funding were outlined in state law. 

https://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=hb1575&Session=2500
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Babies who have funds deposited into the account (projected at $3,000) to be invested and 
managed by the RI General Treasurer can claim their funds when they are 18-35 in a one-8me 
payment, but only if they have been living in RI for the previous two years before the claim. 
Funds withdrawn may be used for four purposes: 1) Con8nuing educa8on at an ins8tu8on of 
higher learning, trade school, voca8onal school, or professional appren8ceship program in 
Rhode Island, 2) Purchasing a home in Rhode Island, 3) Crea8ng/opening a business with its 
principal place of business in Rhode Island, 4) Any investment in financial assets or personal 
capital that provides long-term gains to wages and wealth. 
Target popula8on: Once this program is funded and launched, some young adults ages 18-30 
would be able to receive a one-8me cash payment. 
State funding: No change in state funding related to this win 
Quan8fy: This program is not funded but was authorized to be implemented by the Treasurer if 
he can secure private/philanthropic funds. They are es8ma8ng 150 babies are born each year to 
families receiving TANF and the cost would be $450,000 per year.  
Link    
  
Improved Technology to Increase Access to Medicaid and SNAP 
 
Texas 
Legislators invested $139 million in General Revenue ($386 million in All Funds) in strategies to 
improve the Medicaid and SNAP eligibility system, including overhauling outdated technology 
and hiring addi8onal staff. The goal is to address a backlog of more than 200,000 unprocessed 
Medicaid applica8ons for most of 2024 -- parents wait an average of 41 days for a Medicaid 
eligibility determina8on, with some wai8ng more than 160 days. 
Target popula8on: Texans eligible for Medicaid or SNAP 
State funding: Rela8vely large increase of state funding 
Quan8fy: $139 million in General Revenue ($386 million in All Funds). Approximately four 
million Texans are enrolled in Medicaid.  
Link   
Blog/Media 
 

https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/PublicLaws/law25/law25399.htm
https://www.lbb.texas.gov/Documents/Appropriations_Bills/89/Conference_Bills/Conf_CCR_GAB_89R.pdf
https://txchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Legislative-Session-Final-Report-2025-HealthyFamilies.pdf

